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THE EAST AFRICAN SLAVE- 
TRADE. 


By tHe Rev. Horace WALLER. 


THE appalling events of the last six 
months have so far engrossed the attention 
of Western Europe that it is hardly to be 
wondered at if affairs relating to our foreign 

olicy abroad, and especially in Africa, 
hes lacked some of that interest which 
may well be accorded to them in less 
troublous times. Let us hope that, now 
we are able to raise our eyes once more 
from the accounts of fierce strife and blood- 
shed over which we can but mourn without 
power to interfere, thatitmay morethan ever 
seem our duty to exert that energy which 
is left to us whole and intact for vigorous 
attention in treating with matters which 
need our recognition, The heavy weight 





of business pressing upon Parliament this 
session would make it appear improbable 
that the requisite amount of consideration 
can'be bestowed upon the subject of the 
East African Slave-trade ; but in the mean- 
time there is no reason why those who 
charge themselves with the study of the 
whole evil, as it exists, should relax 
one iota of their efforts to make public 
what they know, and so enlarge the bounds 
of that sympathy which is rapidly in- 
creasing, now that it is seen such an enor- 
mous portion of the human race is actually 
smitten as sorely with the slave-trade and 
all its attendant horrors, as in the days gone 
by, when we bent all our might to extin- 
guish the misery of the West Coast traffic. 
The time has yet to come when the fact, 
painful as it is, shall be raised to notice 
and dealt with actively ; the fact that on 
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the East Coast of Africa a loss of life, as 
terrible as that which used to dismay us 
years ago on the western shores, is eradi- 
cating whole tribes and nations to a degree 
surpassing all belief. What can one do 
more than repeat, with the hope of arousing 
the proper pitch of indignation in time, 
that it is always in our power to reduce 
this evil toa minimum? It cannot be too 
rigidly insisted upon that the toleration of 
the Zanzibar agency in the slave-trade 
should be put a stop to without a moment’s 
delay. is comes before us as a con- 
viction with renewed force when we see 
that the suceessor so lately succeeding to the 
Tule, vacant by the death of Sultan Said 
Majid, is a man likely to set all remon- 
strance doubly at defiance, and to give a 
new and horrible impulse to a trade already 
so flourishing, that the revenue derived 
from it amounts to a very large sum 
annually. Said Burgash has had many 
opportunities of measuring his — 
both in intrigue and in defiance of all law, 
before he came to the throne, The ex- 
perience he has had of British determination 
may or may not make him a wiser and a 
better man; all will depend upon the 
ideas he is able to form regarding that 
determination at the outset of his reign; 
and any firm resolve to hold him in check 
must take its inspiration from our autho- 
rities at home. Not many years ago 
Burgash was at the head of a rebellion at 
Zanzibar. An attempt was made to assassi- 
nate Said Majid; and, had his followers 
succeeded, deeper designs would no doubt 
have found that their day had come, and 
our already very singular status in these 
seas would have been embarrassed to a 
degree. Fortunately our political agent 
was so thoroughly aw courant with all that 
was going on, that nothing came of it 
beyond his sending Burgash to Bombay as 
@ prisoner within a few days of the out- 
break. But all these things make us await 
with the deepest anxiety the next news 
from Zanzibar, in order that we may gain 
an insight into the present policy of the 
new ruler, 

Truly it does seem past all understanding 
why this hideous loss of life, this depopula- 
tion of vast tracts of Africa, this paralysis 
of trading energy in great districts, pa to 
put it in its right place last, why this pur- 
poseless waste of public money should go 
on much longer, when the remedy appears 
to lie in a nutshell. 

Obstacles which have hitherto hindered 
prompt action, and to which it is not neces- 

to refer, are at the present moment 
reduced to a minimum. 

It is hard to bear that the fanatical 
ruffianism of the Arab slave-dealer should 
be allowed to blend with the cunning of 
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the petty Eastern despot, to our sore dis- 
comfiture, in the seas where we have at all 
times a force more than five times sufficient 
to sweep the whole abomination elear away. 

The petty potentates who thus laugh in 
their sleeves, whilst we stumble about with 
the red tape of old treaties entangling our 
feet, are quick enough to see the importance 
given them by the presence of our consular 
and political authorities ; and the position 
becomes positively ludicrous when these 
very representatives, placed there to aid in 
the suppression of this abominable traffic, 
have to take up their residence within a 
stone’s-throw of the largest slave-market in 
the world. Such is the fact; and, at the 
risk of repetition, we need only remind our 
readers that from 20,000 to 25,000 slaves 
pass through this market yearly, whilst 
the anchorage holds ships and men-of- 
war of all nations. Looking at it in all 
its stark and glaring inconsistency, we 
repeat that it is earnestly to be desired 
that, as an anomaly, this may quickly be 
reckoned amongst things of the past. 

The trade of Zanzibar must increase, 
nay, is increasing in an extraordinary 
manner ; this is one of the natural results 
of the Suez Canal, and it is satisfactory to 
see, that in spite of the recent disastrous 
visitation of cholera, Eur houses are 
sending establishments to the island. A 
future for East Africa there must be—we 
believe it is not far distant—but before its 
aeeenery terrors can be done away with, 
for the trader, the explorer and the bringer 
of better tidings than the old old tale of 
massacre and kidnapping, the interference 
of civilised nations must he invoked. It 
is hard, then, very hard if we cannot stir 
the powers that be to take one stern look 
and to make one generous effort for the 
name and fair fame of humanity before 
this year goes by. Let but the word be 
— by such a nation as our own, and 
the present curse of this great evil shall be, 
by God’s blessing and by the power en- 
trusted to us, done away with at once. 








THE CRY FOR LABOUR, 


THE United States of America, Brazil, 
the West Indies, Australia, &c., cry with 
more or less of loudness and earnestness 
for immigrants—British, German, Indian, 
Chinese, Polynesian, African, all, any, or 
some of them—to aid in the development 
of their general or special industries and 
commerce, 

Careful discrimination, interpretation, 
and treatment of these cries are necessary. 
We may almost safely leave Britons and 
Germans to take care of themselves, just 
suggesting that they may be profitably 
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cautious respecting any new enterprises for 
= snatding” maak eolaniaia to Brazil after 
the disastrous experiences of those brought 
to ruin there under the abortive schemes 
of the Brazilian Government—schemes, 
the nature, operation, and results of which 
the excellent Emperor and all true Brazilian 
patriots must contemplate with dismay 
and regret, and desire not to see repeated. 

Suspicion may well be intensified, when 
we consider that some of Brazil’s foremost 

ro-Slavery men wish to introduce also 
“free African labourers.” 

These projects are all the more to be 
suspected, as they are conceived and put 
forth as feelers in connection with a pro- 
fessed desire gradually to do away with 
Slavery. 

Why will not Brazilian statesmen learn 
that, almost without exception, attempts to 
induce free labourers to emigrate to lands 
where Negro, Coolie, or Polynesian slavery 

revails, are, as they ought to be, failures ? 
Free labourers will not emigrate to coun- 
tries or states where Slavery in any form 
has advocates or apologists in those who 
determine legislation. 

Is it at all likely that Jamaica, although 
better governed than ever before, Queens- 
land, Brazil, or any country or colony, 
can attract white freemen, excepting un- 
scrupulous adventurers, while labour is 
degraded, cheapened, by the virtual enslave- 
ment and the active competition of 
“inferior races,” whose numbers are 
replenished year by year to make up for 
those “ missing,” for those reported “dead,” 
and for those who may be fortunate enough 
to be returned to their own homes at the 
close of their terms of “servitude” ? 

Perhaps there is scarcely one of our own 
colonies which has more thoroughly stulti- 
fied itself than Queensland, which has been 
to a great extent involved in the Polynesian 
Slave-trade, through the “ notorious Ross 
Lewin” and his associates. If Queensland 
could have been contented to have grown 
gradually, she would ere long become 
* worthy of the name she bears ; and still 
she has a healthy publie sentiment ; but 
she has been y compromised. and 
lowered in reputation, especially in the 
eyes of all intelligent Britons, by some of 
her influential leading men, whose pockets 
may have become filled, but whose hands 
are soiled with this Polynesian business, 

We shall have occasion, again and again, 
to call special attention to the horrible 
Coolie trade generally ; but it may be well 
to note that the supply of Chinese for our 
colonies is still stopped, as our authorities 
still refuse to sigue for back 

We shall hope to deal at fogs wm 
Polynesian Slavery in an early number, 
including its Fijian aspects. We know, 
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and we hope to be able incontestably to 
show, that fraud and force are the main 
instrumentalities employed in this hateful 
“ie be ill th 

e numbers are still emigrating to the 
United States of America, but parr any 
English, Irish, Scotch, or Germans turn to 
the Southern States, where the traditions 
and spirit of Slavery still survive in vigour, 
and where the lives of loyal Union men, 
white and coloured, are still terribly inse- 
cure. Free men shrink, and may well 
shrink, from residence in all slave coun- 
tries, for Slavery is an unmitigable curse, 
which dying leaves behind a heritage of 
wrongs and woes. 

Hence, while men cannot be attracted 
to Brazil, to Jamaica, or to Queensland, 
as they are; the tide still flows to America, 
and chiefly to the North Western and 
Western States. 

Meanwhile we may safely leave the 
“organised” Coolie Question, as far as 
America is concerned, in the hands of the 
American people, whose President calmly 
dares to be nobly impartial and just to 
whites, Negroes, and Indians alike ; as for 
those Chinese who legitimately seek a home 
or a lodging there, America has more 
than room enough for them should they 
remain ; she can spare them should they 
wish to return to “ The Flowery Land.” 








THE “SERVILE ELEMENT” IN 
: BRAZIL. 


Our columns contain a copy of a power- 
ful appeal recently forwarded to His 
Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Brazil 
from the Anti-Slavery Committee, and 
bearing the signatures of the Honorary 
Seeretaries on their behalf, in favour of the 
immediate and unconditional emancipation 
of the Slaves still unjustly and unwisely 
held in bondage in the twenty 
vinces of that extensive, but thinly peopled, 
empire, of whom 280,000 are in i 
250,000 in Rio Janeiro, 250,000 in Per- 
nambuco, and 160,000 in Minos ; im each 
of the other provinces they range from 
75,000 to 5,000. 

The Visconde de San Vicente succeeded 
Count Itaborahy as Prime Minister last 
September ; he resigned on the 11th of 
February ; and to Viscount do Rio Branco 
had the Emperor committed the task of 
forming a new Ministry when the last mail 
steamer left Rio. 

It may seem a bad augury for his suecess 
that he was obliged to seek the services 


of the talented pro-slavery Baron de 
Cotegipe, who held the portfolio of Foreign 
Affairs under Count Ita ; 


It is admitted om all hands that it is 
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scarcely possible for .a Ministry to face the 
Legislature in May, or for the Legislature to 
live in the face of the country thereafter, 
unless the emancipation of the “servile 
element” shall be honestly and earnestly 
propounded, nay, and carried. 

he sense of justice appears to have 
become a fervid passion in the Brazilian 
national heart, and an inflexible purpose 
of the Brazilian national will; and the 
hunger for liberty has become an agony 
to the slave, who shares the instincts, and 
ought to enjoy the fulfilled hopes, of the 
brotherhood of man in unshackled freedom. 

The Brazilian Liberals know, and the 
Brazilian Tories feel and fear, that the day 
of emancipation cannot be long delayed. 

We find that among pro-slavery men our 
recent articles have excited great uneasi- 
ness, and called forth strong reprehension. 
We expected no less; but this arises not 
because our sentiments are wrong, but 
because those who wish to perpetuate negro 
slavery are in the wrong; and they know 
it. 

It is said that the Viscount do Rio 
Branco is believed to entertain sound and 
energetic opinions with respect to the 
copious introduction of population from 
abroad ; and specially so in anticipation of 
the abolition of negro slavery. It were 
wise in him and his colleagues to free 
labour from the degradation of slavery ; 
this is in Brazil, nay everywhere that it 
exists, a great barrier which prevents the 
inflow of labour from lands of liberty. 

We can assure the Brazilian Emperor, 
all Brazilian statesmen of all parties, and 
all the Brazilian people, that while here 
and there an exceptional fact may be 
quoted, European emigrants will not volun- 
tarily turn even to lodge for a time, much 
less to reside for life, where the accursed 
system of Slavery reigns—Slavery, un- 
blushingly avowed, or hypocritical and 
covert; whether it be Negro, Hindoo, 
Chinese, Polynesian, or any other kind 
whatever. 

Let Brazil prove as America has proved, 
that it will answer well for Europeans 
to emigrate to her vast and fertile 
territories, and she will have no need to 
deplore the absence of a true magnetic 
force, for multitudes would flock to her 
fertile territories in due time. There is, 
however, deeper, broader, higher ground. 
Slavery violates every sacred sentiment ; 
and the sooner Brazil washes her hands 
from the bloody stain—relieves herself of 
the crushing load—of slavery, the sooner 
shall her face kindle with joy as the nations 
praise her for doing right. 

We eschew bloody revolutions of all 
kinds. We neither threaten them, foster 
them, nor praise them. It is because we 
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wish Brazil preserved from them that we 
write as “urgent” what she feels and 
declares “urgent”; and even while we 
write we read as follows :— 

“Tt has recently been discovered in the 
province of Minas Geraes that a combination 
existed among the slaves, whose object was 
the obtaining of their liberty by force, and that, 
in pursuance of this aim, 300 slaves, belonging 
to some fazendas adjoining the gold mines of 
the English companies in the province, had 
attempted to seduce the large bodies of slaves 
employed in them, to raise with them the 
standard of liberty, in the expectation, whether 
well-grounded or not is yet unknown, that the 
slaves of other fazendas would rally at once to 
their flag of liberty, and that the movement 
would speedily extend throughout the empire. 
Fortunately, however, before the arrangements 
for the projected insurrection were matured, 
the plot was discovered, and some thirty of 
the ringleaders have been arrested, thus stop- 
ping the perilous movement for the present.” 


We trust that Brazil may be spared, 
even in the smallest degree, the horrors of 
a servile insurrection; we are surprised 
that any Brazilian journalist should fail to 
recognise the peaceful principles on which 
our society is based, or should refer to 
Spain or Cuba, except it were to take warn- 
ing rather than to seek comfort and delay 
emancipation ; and we earnestly hope that 
the next session of the Brazilian Chambers 
may be distinguished by enlightened legis- 
lation on this urgent subject. 





BRAZIL. 
CHANGE OF MINISTRY. 


THE er of the change of Mi- 
nistry at Rio de Janeiro has been so far 
fulfilled that the resignation of the Cabinet, 
formed in September last, just upon the 
termination of the session of the General 
Assembly, and presided over by the Vis- 
count de San Vicente, was, it is stated, 
accepted by the Emperor on the 11th 
February. His Majesty confided the task 
of forming a new Administration to the 
Viscount do Rio Branco (Sr. Paranhos). 
The Viscount is a statesman of great expe- 
rience in administration, of proved capacity, 
and of conciliatory and co-operative dispo- 
sition ; but his mission is not without dif- 
ficulty. The predominating party in Par- 
liament is not so coherent as it ought to 
be, considering its majority ; and in Rio 
Janeiro the opposition party is strong, and 
vehement in its ming 8 . If properly sup- 
ported, the Viscount do Rio Branco will, it 
may be anticipated, be successful in forming 
a Ministry. Some unavoidable delay may 
occur, however, before the Cabinet is con- 
stituted,— Brazil and River Plate Mail. 
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Rio de Janeiro, March 7. 

The new Ministry is composed as follows: 
—War and ad interim Finance, Viscount 
Rio Branco ; President of the Council of the 
Empire, Joao Alfredo Correa de Oliveira ; 
Justice, Sayao Lobato; Agriculture, Theo- 
dore Machado Freire Pereira da Silva; 
Foreign Affairs, Manoel Francisco Correa ; 
Marine, Manoel Antonio Duartede Azevedo. 

It is believed that Baron Cotegipe will 
accept the Ministry of the Interior. 


SUPERIORITY OF FREE OVER SERVILE 
LABOUR. 


Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 4.—With every day 
that passes, national attention is being more 
and more fixed upon those labour questions, 
on the wise and prompt solution of which 
the material and fiscal prospects of the 
empire are so intimately as well as vitally 
concerned ; and certain statistics published 
in the Jornal da Tarde, of this city, are 
eminently calculated to confirm the Govern- 
ment in a large and liberal policy for the 
direct promotion and encouragement of 
immigration to the Brazilian shores. In 
their contract with Messrs. Mackay, Son, 
and Co., and Mr. Hadfield, of London, the 
Imperial Executive have already manifested 
their determination in this sense, and, look- 
ing to the data now before me, they would 
be well justified in carrying their views still 
further as regards the subvention of enter- 
prises for the introduction and settlement 
on unoccupied and uncultivated lands of 
suitable foreign population. As you are 
aware, the Government have themselves 
established a number of colonies in various 
provinces, but their progress has been 
seriously injured and retarded by official 
negligence, indifference, and mismanage- 
ment. They have, therefore, afforded no 
reliable evidence as to the extent of the 
public benefit to be derived by the empire 
in compensation for any direct support in 
aid of immigration or colonisation projects. 
Sefior Jose Vergueiro, the owner of large 
coffee plantations in the province of San 
Paulo, has introduced 140 labourers from 
Europe for their better cultivation, advanc- 
ing all the money necessary to defray their 
passage out to Santos and the cost of con- 
veying their effects and personal properties 
to the place of settlement. The results 
obtained are very striking, proving the great 
superiority of free over servile labour, and 
the immense benefit which must accrue to 
the imperial revenue by any augmentation 
of its producing population. In a com- 
munication addressed to the Minister of 
Agriculture, Seiior Vergueiro submits the 
actual work done by his 140 labourers, which 
comprise forty-nine families, as proof of 
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his success; and then proceeds to prove 
that, more especially for the cultivation of 
unoccupied public lands, it is much cheaper 
to introduce free immigrants from abroad 
than to employ slave labour.—Brazil and 


River Plate Mail. 








SPAIN AND CUBA. 


In other columns will be found an 
address to King Amadeus I. of Spain, en- 
treating His Majesty to inaugurate his 
reign by insisting on the liberty of the 
Slaves in Cuba and Porto Rico; a notice of 
a great Anti-Slavery Meeting in Madrid ; 
and the address of a new Spanish Ladies’ 
Anti-Slavery Society. 

We delayed our last issue to announce 
the assassination of Marshal Prim, whose 
funeral took place on the Ist of January ; 
King Amadeus entered the capital on the 
2nd; and on the 5th, Royal decrees were 
issued constituting the new Ministry :— 
with Marshal Serrano, as President, and 
Sejior Ayala, as Minister for the Colonies ; 
while Sefior Moret was subsequently an- 
nounced as Minister of Finance. 

Sefior Moret takes strong exception to 
our opinions respecting the June scheme 
of Emancipation. We considered, and do 
consider, that measure calculated to inspire 
joy in the planters of Cuba rather than 
in the slave; but we shall, however, 
hail with the liveliest satisfaction, the 
redemption by them of the assurance that 
“the Government, made strong by public 
opinion, were preparing the means of pre- 
senting complete Emancipation to the next 
Assembly.” 

We learn from the newspapers that the 
Ministry have a majority in the Cortes of 
107 ; viz.—Ministerialists, 230; Opposition, 
123 ; and that in the Senate their majority 
is proportionably larger. Admitting that 
some Ministerialists might not vote for the 
immediate and complete Abolition of 
Slavery, many of the members of the 
Opposition would do so. Then Ministers 
would have the King, the nation, theambas- 
sadors of all free peoples, and the courts 
and consciences of the whole Christian 
world, supporting them in bringing forward 
such a measure. 

The Spanish Ministry can silence all 
uttered objections—extinguish all secret 
doubts—by proposing, by carrying, a 
complete scheme. They have done what 
none of their predecessors ever did : in- 
duced the belief of great European states- 
men in the reality of their intentions. 
May this confidence be vindicated. 

The whole world is sick of hearing of 
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atrocities in Cuba; and nobody believes 
that anything can give permanent peace to 
the Queen of the Antilles—excepting Spain 
shall give liberty to the slaves, or make 
over whole interest to the United 
States of America. 

Spain was once potent in the New 
World; and her sonorous language, still 
spoken by multitudes, attests that she 
has left her religious and social = 
where her political sceptre is powerless ; 
and it is a deep disgrace, which she has 
now the power of removing, that a Free 
Spain should contradict herself in cherish- 
ing, in tolerating, Slavery in Cuba and 
Porto Rico. 

That the expression of our doubts should 
be unpleasant, we are not surprised : but 
those doubts are the offsping of experience 
and solicitude. We entertained them 
of necessity, we gave expression to them 
reluctantly. 

Sefior Ayala has, by accepting his high 
office, accepted all the responsibilities 
which essentially belong to it; all the 
obligations to redeem the pledges of his 
predecessor, who is still his fellow-minister. 
Instead of a Republican President, Spain 
has a Monarch, the watchword of whose 
Royal House is “ Liberty.” Marshal Prim 
fell, the victim of the assassin; but 
Marshal Serrano lives. All represent 
Spain: let them not make her a shame, 
but, by striking off the shackles of the slave, 
make her an honour to the nineteenth 
century. 








SPAIN, | 


GREAT ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING IN 
MADRID. 


Tue “Sociedad Abolicionista Espaiiol,” 
or Spanish Abolition Society, held a public 
meeting on the afternoon of 15th February, 
in the Theatre of Alhambra, Madrid. The 
theatre was filled to repletion, and hundreds 
were unable to get in (including the re- 

rters, who were to have taken short- 

and reports for publication). For this 
reason our notice is not as perfect as it 
would otherwise have been. The ex- 
Rector of the University, Sefior Fernando 
de Castro, occupied the chair, and in a 
powerful speech introduced the object of 
the meeting. He said, as they had met 
merely for speaking, and not for discussion, 
he could allow of no interruption. If, 
however, any persons present objected to 
what was said, or desired to defend the 
existing state of things as regards Slavery 
in the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
they had but to give in their names, 
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and the Committee would appoint time and 
place‘for free, full, and fair public discus- 
sion. It is needless to say there was no 
response to this challenge, but the greatest 
possible order reigned throughout the 
whole proceedings. The first speaker was 
Seftor aces Fortunati, who treated the 
subject most ably, urging that the intro- 
ductory measure passed by Minister Moret 
in the late Cortes fell very far short of 
what the importance of the case demanded. 
He was followed by Seftor Carrasco, an 
eloquent and —— young man, one of 
the pastors of the First Spanish Protestant 
Church in Madrid. After a neat speech 
from Senator Luis Giner, Sefior Revilla 
delivered a powerful oration; and then 
General Milano del Bosch (the Director- 
General of Cavalry and the bosom friend 
of the unfortunate General Prim), at the 
call of the chairman, came forward, and 
expressed his concurrence in the objectof the 
Society. Speaking for the Spanish army, 
he said he felt warranted in assuring the 
audience its sympathies were in favour of 
immediate abolition. How could it be 
otherwise, for was it not the Army of 
Liberty? He called upon the ladies 
——- to assist in the good cause. General 
aniel E. Sickles, the United States Am- 
bassador, who occupied one of the boxes, 
was next asked by the President to say a 
few words. He instantly complied. Steady- 
ing himself on his two crutches, and the 
front of his box being low enough to show 
the audience that he was minus one leg, he 
was an object of great interest, and he re- 
ceived a tremendous shower of applause. 
He spoke in excellent Spanish as follows : 
—“lLadies and gentlemen,—I give my 
most sincere thanks to your worthy Presi- 
dent for having inital me to say a few 
words. I came here as a simple spectator, 
as a foreigner, and therefore it is hardly 
decorous in me to take part. (Cries of 
‘Yes! yes !’ ‘speak! go on!’ and applause.) 
I came here as a soldier—an American 
soldier—with my family, to testify my 
interest in the object of this meeting— 
(cheers)—namely the sacred cause of negro 
emancipation. To that cause I have given 
my life. (Cheers.) I know not your language 
well enough to express myself elegantly, 
perhaps not with propriety, but to that 
sacred cause I have : i my body and my 
blood—(cheers)—and. now there is nothin 
left to me but my crutches. (Holding them 
up amidst terrific applause.) These, too, 
should necessity ever again require it, are 
at the disposition of the Slave-owners !” 
Great applause, which was not silenced till 
the General had risen in his seat and bowed 
his acknowledgments. Loud callswere then 
made for Sehor Castelar, who had been 
announced to speak. The President apolo- 
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ed for the unavoidable absence of Sefior 

astelar through sudden indisposition. The 
disappointment of the audience was very 

eat, but they finally called for the ex- 
Bepaty Sefior Suner, of Capdevilla, who 
was present. After repeated calls, Sefior 
Suner came forward, and made a few 
suitable remarks. He was followed by a 
powerful speech from the ex-Deputy Rod- 
riguez, who eloqnently urged the insuffi- 
ciency of the preparatory law of Sefior 
Moret, and who read dozens of advertise- 
ments from the Diario de Marina, and other 
Cuban papers, to prove that, in spite of that 
law, Slavery existed in the Spanish colo- 
nies in the same abhorrent form as ever, 
to the extent of children and parents being 
daily sold separately, although forbidden 
in the law. Sefior Baldorioty, one of the 
ex-deputies for Porto Rico, was the suc- 
ceeding speaker. He gave valuable sta- 
tistics to prove that Cuba and Porto Rico 
had nothing in common, and that therefore 
it was a gross injustice to Porto Rico to 
pin her fate to Cuba, and, under pretext 
of the insurrection in the latter island, to 
do nothing for negro emancipation in 
either. 

After a few appropriate remarks from 
the Chairman, the meeting broke up. 

The local — the next day contained 
very favourable notices of the meeting, 
and it is hoped the cause of Abolition is 
now in « fair way to success in Spain. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED. 


1, This meeting recognises with profound 
and painful surprise that, after more than 
two years since the Revolution in Sep- 
tember, Slavery still exists in Spanish 
territory. 

2. That a Commission be appointed to 
confer with Sefior Ayala, the Minister of 
Ultramar, to require the immediate and 
complete fulfilment of the law of June, 
1870, in the Antilles, 

3. That the Junta Directiva of the So- 
ciety edit a project of abolition to be 
presented in the next Cortes. 

4. That the enemies of immediate 
abolition be invited to an early meeting, 
to publicly discuss the question. 

5. That some ofthe first jurisconsults of 
Madrid be consulted, upon the. validity 
of the contract which the Emancipados of 
Cuba have been made to sign. — 





The Committee of the Spanish Abolition 
Society, ina lengthy, exhaustive, and con- 
clusive argumentative appeal to the nation, 
issued previously to the late elections— 
eloquently observed, that “ the work of the 
Abolition Society is superior to all politics, 
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as it embraces and overrules all, for it re- 
sponds to something higher than all, and 
which is common to all, 





We have much pleasure in calling special 
attention to the copy of an Address, pub- 
lished by a Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society 
formed last week in Madrid :— 


SOCIEDAD DE SENORAS, PROTEC- 
TORAS DE LOS ESCLAVOS. 


UTILIsING the right of Association we possess 
by law, and impelled by a sentiment purely 
Christian and humanitarian, we whose names 
are subscribed, constitute ourselves into the 
* Sociedad de Senoras Protectoras de los 
Esclavos.”” We declare our work to be purely 
humanitarian, and completely detached from all 
political ideas, and we place ourselves under 
the shelter of the Gospel of the Redeemer of 
the World, He who shed his blood to redeem 
all men, without distinction of race or colour. 
We write as our maxim the fundamental law of 
his holy and civilising doctrines, “that we 
should love one another as God loves all men.” 

Because we are Christians we desire to com- 
ply with the sweet precept of our religion of 
love. 

Because we are mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters, we desire to wipe away the tears of so 
many thousands of slave-mothers, wives and 
daughters, who weep in the greatest of misfo 
tunes, for the forced absence of those whom 
God has made so dear to the heart of woman 
—the husband and the children. 

Because we are Spaniards, we desire to con- 
tribute to rid our country of the stain which is 
impressed on its escutcheon by this horrible 
institution—a relic of the barbarity of past 
times, and to take, in the work of the redemp- 
tion of the slave, the part that has fallen to 
woman in all countries where justice has tri- 
umphed and freedom been conceded. In in- 
augurating our work of Christian charity, we 
declare once for all, that our weakness is our 
strength, and that while loving the poor slave, 
and lamenting his terrible condition, we in- 
dulge no hate against those who enslave and 
ill-treat him, for our mission is one of peace and 
love. Our hearts only desire to feel for, and 
with tears to supplicate and beg for, compassion 
upon our unfortunate protegees, all the more 
unfortunate as they are enduring endless punish- 
ment for no faults of their own. 


BASIS OF THE SOCIETY. 


l. The Society of Ladies, Protectresses of 
the Slaves, is constituted in Madrid. 

2. All ladies belong to this Society who 
desire to do so, and who, sympathising with 
the misfortunes of the slave, undertake to em- 
ploy their legitimate influence in the hearts of 
their families, in favour of the Immediate 
Abolition of Slavery. 

3. The ladies of this Society have no other 
mission or charge than that. above mentioned. 

4, The direction and conduct of the Society 
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devolves on the “ Junta Directiva,” who are 
elected to-day. 

5. The Junta Directiva may increase their 
members whenever they think proper. 


President.—Faustina Saez de Melgar. 
Vice-President.—Julia Jimenez de Moya. 
Committee. 
Aurora Calza lo de Pelayo. 
Carmen Gonzalez de Neda. 
Florentina Decraene de Navarro. 
Marfa Francisca Gil de Garcia. 
Gracia O. de Bustos. 
Secretaries. 
ela Grassi. 
Marfa del Pilar Sinués de Marco. 
Micaela de Silva. 
Blanca Gassé. 


Madrid, 22nd March, 1871. 


The Madrid Discusion, in noticing the 
formation of the Spanish Ladies’ Auxiliary 
to the Anti-Slavery Society, remarks :— 


“The unhappy slaves are in good luck. 
Those who groan under the homicidal lash of 
the negrers have had great and enthusiastic 
friends ; eloquent orators with their speech of 
fire have raised public sentiment in favour of 
the victims, and distinguished writers have 
given no rest to their pens, asking day by day 
for the hour of justice to half a million of 
human beings. But it was wanting for our 
ladies to take part in this noble enterprise. It 
was necessary that our sisters should lend 
their tears and their prayers to ask compassion 
for the unfortunate slave, procuring sympa- 
thies for their miseries: and this day has 
arrived. One of our orators, in the last Aboli- 
tion Meeting, addressed himself to the ladies 
present, and invited them to take part in this 
holy cause. His appeal has found an echo in 
the hearts of our ladies. Some, distinguished 
alike for their talents and their virtues, have 
formed themselves into the ‘Sociedad de 
Senoras protectoras de los Esclavos,’ with the 
object of working for the liberty of the slaves. 
We trust the entire liberal press without excep- 
tion will applaud this.” 








(From the “ Times,” 24th March, 1877.) 
Madrid, March 23rd. 
The following are the final results of the 
Election for the Cortes. In the Chamber 
of Deputies there are 50 Carlists, 45 Repub- 
licans, 15 Moderates, 13 Montpensierists, 
230 Ministerialists ; for the Senate, 2 Dy- 
nastic Moderates, 3 Montpensierists, 6 Mo- 
derates, 8 Republicans, 132 Ministerialists, 
among whom 87 are Progressists, 





(From Madrid “ Universal,” 7th March.) 
“NoTABLE DocuMENT. 

“There has been sent to His Majest 
the King the important document whic 
our readers will find annexed. It is a 
petition from the Abolition Society of 
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England to the King of Spain. If the 
generous object of this petition were not 
sufficient notice of itself for us to pub- 
lish it, we should be moved to do so 
by the reasons on which it is founded. 
The great social contest between free- 
dom and slavery is already judged by 
civilisation and history. Knowledge and 
sentiment, the head and the heart, the law 
of nature and the law of morality, have 
intervened unitedly in the universal con- 
demnation humanity has launched against 
the bloody stain of Slavery. But to these 
universal reasons there must be added nota- 
ble particular circumstances which in our 
country concur tosupport the noble petition 
of the English Abolitionists, All nations, 
even to the wise Republic of the New 
World, the honour of social progress, have 
fallen into the black crime of Slavery, 
except Italy. No prince of the House of 
Savoy has ever yet reigned over slaves. 
King Amadeo ought not to constitute the 
only sad exception to these glorious tra- 
ditions of his family. Amadeo of Savoy 
ought not to consent to this stain on the 
history of his dynasty. Even if the sus- 
taining of slavery in the country which 
rose to the cry of liberty and justice sig- 
nifies nothing, powerfulreasonsaffecting the 
affiancing of the dynasty we have created 
ought to incline the mind of His Majesty 
to attempt, with energetic initiative, the 
solution of the problem involved in this 
petition. His reign inaugurated with 
this grand act of justice, the sympathies of 
the civilised world, and the goodwill of 
England and the United States, would be 
the firm support of the future of the dynasty 
which has come to be the symbol and 
completion of our political Revolution. 
The English petitioners have touched on 
these points with great ability, thus giving 
double force to the general reasons in which 
they are supported. We unite our voice 
to theirs, and wish there might have the 
good fortune to be heard with attention 
the ery of September, which even yet asks 
of the public powers the fufilment of the 
reforms offered in the first holy effusion of 
its patriotic sentiments. Here is the 
petition :—” 

(Then follows a translation of the pe- 
tition to King Amadeo, signed by Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. Sturge, and Mr. Alsop.) 





(From the Madrid “Imparcial” of Sth March.) 
“The Universal of last night publishes a 
petition, forwarded by the English Aboli- 
tionists to His Majesty the King, asking 
him to inaugurate his ie by giving 
liberty to the slaves of Cuba and Porto 

Rico. 
* * ~ * 


oe 
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“ The petitioners note that the dynasty of 
Savoy is one of the few reigning houses of 
Europe who have had the good fortune 
not to have slaves amongst the people over 
whom they have ruled, and they ask him 
to add the glory of abolishing slavery in 
the Spanish Colonies.” 


(From the Madrid “ Discusion” of 8th March.) 


“The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society has directed a message to Don 
Amadeo of Savoy, asking him to use his 
powerful influence to break the chains of 
the unhappy slave. Weapplaud the cease- 
less solicitude of those philanthropists who, 
by dint of great sacrifices, and with the 
constancy which honours their faith, ma- 
naged to set free millions of men who lived 
in the worst of misfortunes. They now 
turn their eyes to Spain, and appeal to the 
conscience of her king, to do justice to the 
victims of the worst of avarices.” The 
Society’s letter is then quoted in extenso, 
and the Discusion, which is a Republican 
organ, adds as follows :— 

“We have little to add. If we were 
monarchists we would ask Don Amadeo of 
Savoy to listen to the counsel of these vir- 
tuous men, and cement his throne on a 
grand act of justice. If we believed in 
royal races, we would remind him that no 
sine of his family has ever consented to 

uman slavery in his dominions, and that 
on accepting a throne around which half a 
million of beings agitate who are hungry, 
naked, and lashed like savage beasts, he has 
stained the most glorious blazon of his 
house. But we are Republicans, and we 
cannot speak the language of courts. We 
will therefore only say that his juvenile 
impatience has hindered him from realising 
one of those acts which sometimes suffice 
of themselves to secure a throne, and to 
confirm a dynasty—one of those acts vul- 
garly called royal strokes. Amadeo ought 
to have said to his electors, before treading 
the Spanish shores, ‘Stay a moment. Do 
you wish me to be the king of your coun- 
try? Well, then, let it be understood no 
prince of my family ever put his heel upon 
a slave. I will not tread your soil until 
justice washes this stain of blood which 
affronts me.’ This would have been a 
royal stroke—a kingly action. The world 
would have applauded it. Every honour- 
able Spaniard would have placed himself 
by his side. His electors, who would have 
done all he asked to obtain him as king, 
would have ore liberty to the slaves, and 
Amadeo might to-day have called himself 
the redeemer of half a million of men, and 
his name would have passed to posterity 
as one of the benefactors of mankind. 

“Tf King Amadeo has a heart and con- 
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science, there is yet time for him to repair 


that omission. He might even yet summon 
the chief of his Cabinet, and manifest to 
him his desire to put an end to this infa- 
mous institution. If his present Ministers 
resist, he might call others who have more 
regard for the honour and the decorum of 
the country. 

“We are Republicans, but when we treat 
of justice, when we treat of wiping the 
tears of those who weep, when the honour 
of the country is involved, we forget our 
politics, to feel like men of honest heart, 
and like good Spaniards. 

“ Listen, Don Amadeo, to the petition of 
the English Abolitionists! Think of the 
poor slave ; speak the first word, and at 
our side you will have the entire Repub- 
can party, and all honourable Spaniards 
to aid you in your noble enterprise ! ” 

Most of the other papers of Madrid 
copied the petition and extracts from the 
Universal, Imparcial, and Discusion, with- 
out further comment. The Integridad 
Nacional, the organ of the Slave-proprietors, 
attempted to turn the thing into ridicule, 
saying a Society was about to be formed in 
Spain to direct a petition to the Queen of 
England, begging her to abolish the use 
of the lash amongst the unhappy millions 
of Hindoos and others held in subjection by 
her in India, and, toprove the fact, citing the 
account of a friend recently returned from 
Singapore, who declared he witnessed 
twenty-five lashes inflicted in the public 
market-place, on a poor wretched native, 
by the British, for simply stealing a bundle 
of cotton! 








THE SLAVE-TRADE IN THE 
SOUTH SEAS. 


WE continue to receive from various 
quarters painful testimony as to the exten- 
sion of the Polynesian Slave-Trade. 

The islands visited by “ kidnappers” are 
so numerous, our consular force out there 
is so small, the checks to the traffic are so 
feeble, and the demand for labour in vari- 
ous localities is so great, that its extension 
is by no means surprising, however much 
it is to be censured and deplored. 

The Committee of the Aborigines Pro- 
tection Society have recently called the 
attention of our Government especially to 
the cases of the Lyttona and the Spunkie, 
vessels plying between the South Seas and 
Queensland, for “ Immigrants,” and espe- 
cially to that of the former, the 
irregularities connected with which are 
proved beyond all doubt on the testimony 
of a magistrate of Queensland, whose name : 
is given in the letter, a copy of which we 
give, as follows :— 

Srr,—We are requested by the Com- 
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mittee of the Aborigines Protection Society 
to respectfully invite your attention to the 
annexed extract from a letter published by 
Mr. William Brookes, of Queensland, in a 
local journal (the Express), on the 13th of 
August last :— 


* Being desirous to know how the Polyne- 
sian Labourers Act was being worked, and 
hearing that the Lyttona brought the last batch 
a month since, I went this morning to the 
Custom House, the Immigration Office, and the 
Postmaster’s Office, to get information. I 
state with pleasure that at all the offices my 
inquiries were courteously answered, and no 
hesitation was shown in assisting me to what 
I wanted. 


** At the Custom House I found the Lyttona 
entered as from the South Sea Islands; Taylor 
Winship, master; John Smith, mate; with a 
carpenter, cook, two sailors, and three South 
Sea Islanders as boatmen. Besides these there 
were twenty-four islanders brought as pas- 
sengers. 

“ At the Immigration Office I found that 
the islanders were as follow—I copy from five 
copies of Form 1, as required by the Polyne- 
sian Labourers Act :— 


5 islanders from Maralaba 25th May, 1870. 
5 -. VanaLava 26th ,, ,, 
6 ca Urarparapara3rd June ___ée~, 
2 ss Lifu 9h , ‘i 
6 me Valua 6th ,, ss 


“ This form ought to be signed at the various 
islands by a Missionary, or Consul, or European 
resident, or chief interpreter. There was, I am 
informed, no interpreter on board the Lyttona. 
The form closes with this noticeable para- 
graph :— 

** Now we certify that the document has 
been read, and its full meaning and effect ex- 
plained to the said before-mentioned natives, 
in the presence of the said agent and of our- 
selves, and that the said natives have consented 
to accompany said agent to Queensland. And 
we further certify that to the best of our belief 
none of the said natives are suffering from any 
disease, or are maimed, halt, blind, deaf, dumb, 
idiotic, or insane.’ ; 

“None of the five forms are signed except by 
John Smith, the mate, who sigas as agent; 
and the witness to the natives’ signatures is 
Henry Roughsedge, a common sailor, one of 
the crew. None of them were countersigned 
by Taylor Winship, as master of the vessel. 

“ Tt is evident that this form is of no value 
whatever, whatever the intention of framing it 
was. Here we havea common sailor witnessing 
to signatures,and the mate signing as agent, to 
say that all the natives came of their own 
accord, &c., &c. How the Immigration Office 
can aecept forms so palpably insufficient is a 
matter of surprise. 

“T was also informed that none of these 
twenty-four islanders came to the Immigration 
Office. They went straight away from the 
ship to the sugar estate of Mr. George Raff, 
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except one, who has Mr. Quinlan for his 
owner. 

“As far as the Brisbane newspapers were 
concerned, I find that neither of them gave 
more information than that the Lyttona arrived, 
bringing 700 cocoanuts. No mention of the 
‘Islanders’ appeared in either paper in the 
column where it is usual to look for arrivals 
and departures.” 


Thus far Mr. William Brookes, who is, 
we have reason to believe, a gentleman 
of unimpeachable veracity. That public 
opinion in the colony is not altogether 
favourable to this state of things is proved 
by the fact that when, a short time since, 
the above named Mr. George Raff offered 
himself as a candidate for the representa- 
tion of East Morton, a county close to 
Brisbane, he was defeated on the question 
of black labour by a large majority. The 
present Ministry, however, are favourable 
to the trade, and their advent to power has 
given it new vitality. 

Mr. Alfred Davidson writes to us from 
Brisbane, to the effect that the Spunkie had 
arrived with 127 men, including two 
women. Forty were obtained from Sand- 
wich, thirty from Apu, and the remainder 
from smaller islands. The vessel is be- 
lieved to have made £800 by the trip. It 
appears that the men fetched £10 or £12 
a-piece. “The word ‘sold’ was used, but 
the payment is usually called ‘ passage- 
money.” Late advices report that the 
price of human commodity has been so far 
raised that some employers will not buy. 
Mr. Davidson further says:— 

“In Brisbane I have been indirectly in 
communication with white sailors who have 
sailed in these traders, but who refuse for 
their own sakes to go again. They will 
not give public evidence, but admit the 
badness of the thing, and that I am quite 
right to oppose it. They say, ‘ Well, we 
were paid.’ ’ 

We are further informed that the French 
are fining ships, when they can, for bring- 
ing away men; and that although the 
Lyttona escaped, she was chased by armed 
boats, and nearly captured. 

A later letter (29th September) informs 
us “that the deportation of the islanders 
has become worse—more ships are going 
out, and high rates are being paid for the 
men. Unfortunately the captains have 
made successful arrangements by which 
Queensland can be kept in ignorance of 
what is really being done in Polynesia.” 

Enough, however, is known of the state 
of terror and demoralisation which is 
growing up in those islands to justify the 
use of strong language, and of more vigo- 
rous measures than any which have yet 
been adopted. . 

As this subject will probably again 
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occupy the attention of Parliament, the 
Committee of the Aborigines Protection 
Society have deemed it the more incum- 
bent upon them to submit these facts to 
you as the organ of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in the House of Commons. In the 
speech you delivered on June 28, 1869, 
you made the following statement :— 

“According to the law passed by the 
Legislature of Queensland, no one was 
allowed to go about the Polynesian islands 
for the purpose of procuring emigrants, 
without a licence from the Governor of 
Queensland. In the next place, masters 
of vessels were required to give security 
for the return within three years of such 
emigrants as desired to be sent back ; and 
they were further compelled to bring a cer- 
tificate from the consul, missionary, or other 
known person, that the emigrants had en- 
gaged themselves voluntarily and understood 
the nature of their engagements. The emi- 
gration agent was required to ascertain that 
such a certificate had been procured before he 
allowed the emigrant to land. At the same 
time he admitted that, in two particulars, 
these regulations were insufficient, as there 
were no regulations as to the introduction 
into Queensland of a proper proportion of 
the two sexes, and the attendance of an 
emigration agent on board the vessels 
before they were allowed to sail. These 
omissions were, however, to be supplied by 
the Queensland legislature,” 

We have shown on the authority of Mr. 
William Brookes (a justice of the peace), 
that there was no proper agent on board 
the Lyttona ; that she brought no certi- 
ficate from “a consul, missionary, or other 
known person ;” and that, notwithstanding, 
the emigrant agent allowed the so-called 
immigrants to land and to be drafted to 
Mr. Raff’s plantation. We are also credibly 
informed that at Brisbane there is no inter- 
preter qualified to examine these unfortu- 
nate people on landing ; that, in short, the 
weak are at the mercy of the strong. 

We have also shown that in the case of 
the Spwnkie another condition which 
you laid down as essential was not com- 
plied with ; for out of a cargo of 127 immi- 
grants only two were women. 

These facts, as well as others from the 
islands, satisfy us that the trade in Poly- 
nesians requires to be very firmly dealt with 
by Her Majesty's Government. It is true 
that Queensland enjoys representative in- 
stitutions, and we have no desire to inter- 
fere with the control of her local affairs. 
But this is a matter which affects the repu- 
tation of the empire, and we cannot get rid 
of our responsibility by attempting to place 
it all on the back of a small caine ouse 
of Assembly, In conclusion, we cannot 
believe that either yourself or the distin- 
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guished statesman who presides over the 
Colonial Office will permit the Slave-trade 
to ravage the Pacific, or a British colony to 
be converted into a slave-holding state. 

We are, Sir, your obedient servants, 

(Signed) 

ALFRED S. CHURCHILL. 

T. Fowett Buxton, Bart. 

R. N. Fownier, M.P. 

W. M. Torrens, M.P. 

THomas Hueues, M.P. 

Wituiam McArraor, M.P. 

F. W. Cuesson, Secretary of 
the Society. 

7; Adam Sireet, Adelphi, 

3rd January, (871. 

PS. Since the foregoing was written we 
have received a letter from Mr. Robert 
Short, of Melbourne, in which that gentle- 
man advises us that at Fiji the trade in 
human beings “is carried on now on a 
scale of unprecedented magnitude, accom- 
panied by circumstances of great atrocity.” 
He also encloses us an extract from a letter 
addressed by the Rev. G. Paton tothe Rey. 
Dr. Macdonald, the secretary of the new 
Hebrides Mission. Mr. Paton, who writes 
from Anietyum on the 23rd of August last, 
says,—* Our chiefs say Niairi, a great chief 
at Efa, and nearly all his people were 
induced to go on board Charley’s vessel to 
get biscuits and tobacco, when he set sail 
and stole‘them all, so that now there are 
very few people left at Efa. I may here 
state that for every vessel formerly in the 
slave-trade on our islands, this year there 
appears to be three or four; and it is 
reported that they are giving drugs and 
intoxicating spirits, through natives they 
have degraded and trained for the purpose, 
to get the natives away or on board 
their vessels. This atrocious trade in 
human beings is fast depopulating our 
islands, but so many in the colonies are 
now involved in it that it is misrepresented 
and winked at on all hands so as to deceive 
the Home Government.” Mr. Short’s com- 
ment on these facts is this :—‘ The posi- 
tion which the British Government has 
allowed itself to drift into through the 
erroneous and mischievous action taken in 
Queensland is positively humiliating ; and 
the sooner it puts an end to this disgraceful 
traffic, which is carried on in the South Seas 
by men calling themselves Englishmen, 
the better.” 








MUSCAT. 


Tue Sultan of Muscat was slain in a 
recent battle. He will probably be suc- 
ceeded by Synd Torkes, the victor in the 
late engagement.—.New York Tribune, Feb- 
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(From the Melbourne Argus.) 


THE news from the Fiji Islands is sug- 
gestive of future complications which will 
inevitably arise in such a community un- 
— by any form of government. 

here has been some excitement at Levuka, 
culminating in a public indignation meet- 
ing, in consequence of the deportation in 
H.M.S. Rosario of a publican named James 
De Maus, at the instance of Dr. March, the 
British Consul. De Maus was accused of 
threatening to take the life of the consul, 
and that functionary having no other 
means of dealing with him, the offender 
persistently denying the consul’s authority, 
the signature of Thakombau was obtained 
to a request for his deportation, and De 
Maus was carried off in the Rosario, leaving 
his hotel and a wife and three young chil- 
dren. The ay meeting adopted a 
memorial to Earl Belmore, praying that 
the consul might be recalled. Before the 
Rosario took her departure, Capt. Challis, 
her commander, left with the consul a 
letter addressed to the editor of the Fijz 
Times, threatening proceedings fer com- 
ments on his conduct. A visit from Maafu, 
the principal chief of the Windward 
Islands, with his Tonga men and some 200 
Fijian prisoners, to Levuka, had occasioned 
a native riot. Ultimately some sort of 
compromise was made, and Maafu and his 
party sailed away to their own district. 

With reference to the Daphne seizure, 
for slave-dealing, some two years ago, 
which resulted in the labourers on the cap- 
tured vessel being distributed among afew 
settlers who got them for nothing, on the 
understanding that they should be given 
up on demand by the owner, the British 
Consul has promised to order the holders 
of the men to pay the amount they were 
worth when seized into a bank until the 
claimants’ identity is established. The new 
constitution, and the charter granted by 
Thakombau to a corporate body of seven 
to make sanitary laws and improvements 
for the public good in Levuka, have lapsed, 
so that anarchy, tempered by men of war, 
continues to be the normal condition of the 
settlement. 

There are several vessels on the berth for 
Fiji, and the white population of the islands 
seems to be steadily increasing. 

The natives of Samoa, a neighbouring 
group of islands, had murdered five of the 
crew of the schooner Wild Duck—three 
whites and two Kanakas—in revenge for 
cruelties inflicted upon natives by pre- 
vious labour vessels. It was also stated 
that Ross Lewin, a well-known man of 
ill-fame in the South Seas, was prompting 
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the natives of Tanna to fire on a labour 
vessel visiting the New Hebrides. 








SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE- 
TRADE OF THE WHITE NILE. 


Srr SAMUEL BAKER. 


(To the Editor of the Times.) 


Srr,—I have this day received a | 
letter from Sir Samuel Baker, dated Tew 
Keeya, on the White Nile, N. lat. 9°26, 
6th of December, 1870. 

He announces that during his stay at 
that station he had entirely suppressed the 
slave-trade of the White Nile, and he trusts 
that England will x ja the sincerity 
of purpose displayed by His Highness the 
Khedive in thus purifying the river from 
that abominable trade. 

The details which are given in this 
letter will be laid before the Royal Geogra- 
phical Society at their meeting on the 27th 
inst.—I remain, your obedient servant, 

RopERIcK J. MURCHISON. 


P.S.—After alluding to the melancholy 
fate and decease of Dr. Gedge, and some 
sickness which occurred in the rainy season 
in camp, Sir Samuel adds, “Thank God, 
my wife and I are as well as if we were in 
Europe.” Sir Samuel’s next letter will 
be from Gondokora, when all the flotilla 
are gathered together and his steamer in 
action, 


THE SLAVE-TRADE ON THE WHITE NILE. 
(To the Editor of the Times.) 


S1r,—With reference toa letter from Sir 

R. Murchison, which appeared in your im- 

ression on Monday last, the 20th inst., I 
tae to state as follows :— 

On the Ist of February last, I was at 
Wadi Halfa (second cataract of the Nile), 
where I found a caravan just arrived from 
the White Nile with slaves, gum, &. Of 
slaves there were about 40 boys and girls, 
and the dealers informed me that they had 
seen Sir Samuel and Lady Baker, who 
were quite well when they left Khartoum. 
The price asked for the slaves was £25 for 

irls and £40 for the boys. If I had really 

een a purchaser 30 per cent. less would 
have been taken. The slaves all appeared 
to be well treated by their masters, who, 
before I left Wadi Halfa, had put them 
on to a boat, whence they are taken in 
batches of three or four to Cairo. 

This slave-trade might be stopped much 
nearer to Cairo than the scene of Sir 
Samuel Baker’s operations. Though I fully 
appreciate Sir uel Baker’s exertions, 
I think he has been deceived in the infor- 
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mation upon which he based his idea that 
he had entirely suppressed the slave-trade 
of the White Nile. As long as the Govern- 
ment of His Highness the Khedive winks 
at the sale of slaves in Cairo, and takes no 
steps to prevent their shipment at Wadi 


Halta, so long will the trade continue. As- 


soon as the slaves are brought to Cairo they 
are free to leave their masters, but if they 
did so they would find it most difficult to 
get employment, as every one would refuse 
to take them. In fact, the slaves are 
usually so well treated that they have no 
inducement to leave their masters. After 
a certain time in private families, they lose 
the character of slaves and become what 
we should consider trusted and confidential 
servants. The natural inference is, that 
such a trade as this will not be stopped in 
a hurry.—I remain, your obedient servant, 


London, March 24th. 





THE HORRORS OF THE COOLIE TRAFFIC, 


SrncE recent allusion in our columns to the 
system of coolie transport from Macao, there 
have been several instances of frightful conse- 
quences arising from the customary process of 
shipping these miserable wretches, who, under 
great hardships, almost always attempt, and 
frequently succeed, in breaking into open mu- 
tiny before the vessel has gone far on its voyage. 
To prevent attack, the coolies are confined to 
the hold, and endure the same horrors as galley- 
slaves. The last tale of the kind is indeed a 
tragical one. The ship Nouvelle Penelope—so 
the Burmah newspapers relate—left Macao 
with a large cargo of coolies. The coolies, who 
usually go on board with the fixed intention of 
escaping from their ship as soon as they are far 
enough away from the agent who has trans- 
ported them to prevent recapture, in this case 
rose soon after leaving the port, murdered the 
captain, officers, and crew, and ran the vessel 
ashore. According to the report, they made 
their way back to Macao, and then re-engaged 
on board other vessels. It is much more likely 
that they were seized and compelled to enter 
another ship—the Hankow. Be that as it may, 
this vessel, the Hankow, sailed with the enor- 
mous freight of 500 coolies. Within a week an 
attempt similar to that made on tho Nouvelle 
Penelope ended in the retreat of the coolies to 
the forecastle. The maddening effect of the 
confinement of 500 or 600 half-starved beings 
in the hold of a ship, which is the common cus- 
tom when mutiny is dreaded, must be borne in 
mind. The coolies deliberately, it is said, set 
fire to the ship. The result is horrible to re- 
late. The captain and officers took to the 
boats, by which our conjecture that the coolies 
were under confinement is confirmed. Presently 
the British ship Jounpore hove in sight and 
saved a hundred of the wretched freight. No 
more could be taken on board. Four hundred 
or more were left to their fate. Can anything 
more powerfully appeal to our Government to 
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intercede with the Portuguese Government to 
| place this involuntary emigration under proper 





supervision ? At present the transport of coolies 
to Havana or Callao is accomplished by cruelty 
and deception, organised by the trader at Ma- 
cao, the planter in the West, and the captain 
and armed crew of the coolie vessels.— Home- 


. ward Mail. 











THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


Sir Benvamin Prinz is on a visit to Eng- 
land to support the proposed Federation of 
the Leeward Islands, consisting of Antigua, 
St. Kitts, Levas, Montserrat, Dominica, and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Sir Benjamin received an address from 
the tradesmen, labouring people and others, 
on the eve of His Excellency’s leaving Anti- 
gua, in the course of which warm enco- 
miums were passed on his government, 
and affirming that the federation of the 
islands would be a boon and a blessing to 
the inhabitants. 








DEMERARA. 


CLOSE OF THE ComMMISSION.—The Com- 
missioners who have been inquiring into 
the treatment of Indian immigrants have, 
we believe, closed their labours, and will 
leave the colony in the packet to-morrow. 
—Creole, Feb. 22. 

Mr. JupGE-ADvocaTE CowrE.— Soon 
after the arrival of the last packet a report 
got into circulation that Mr. Cowie, the 
lawyer sent out by the West India Com- 
mittee to watch on behalf of the planters 
the proceedings before the Commissioners 
in the Des Veeux inquiry, had reported to 
his employers, and while praising many 
things found in operation on the estates, 
had declared his opinion in favour of three 
important changes, viz. :—that the planters 
should pay the whole cost of the introduc- 
tion of their immigrants ; that the qualifi- 
cation for seats in the Court of Policy 
should cease to be confined to planters ; 
and that the imports on the necessaries of 
life consumed by the labouring population 
should be reduced. The rumour has not 
been openly contradicted, but. we have 
heard it said that the report is held back 
until the report of the Commissioners 
makes its appearance.—San Lucian. 








TRINIDAD. 


THe Hon. Groree Garcia has been 
appointed to the Attorney-Generalship in 
the place of Mr. Charles Warner, who re- 
signed that office in October last. Mr. 
Garcia has been Solicitor-General for many 

ears, and has, on several occasions, acted 
as Chief Justice. 
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THE LATE WILLIAM POLLARD, 
ESQ., OF HERTFORD. 


At a General Meeting of the Committee, 
held the 3rd February, the following Mi- 
nute was unanimously passed :— “It is 
with no common feelings of regret that we 
have to record the decease of our dear 
friend, William Pollard, of Hertford, who 
for many years past had been one of the 
most liberal supporters of the Anti-Slavery 
cause. He not only took a deep interest 
in the abolition of the Slave-trade and of 
Slavery, but his purse was ever open for 
the encouragement and support of every 
effort for the encouragement and improve- 
ment of the freedmen, both in the West 
Indies and in the United States of Ame- 
rica. He was also a large and cheerful 
giver to many of the philanthropic institu- 
tions of the day, and a bright example of 
the good and faithful steward. His liberal 
aid and his words of cheer to those en- 
gaged in the relief of suffering humanity, 
have left grateful recollections with this 
Committee which will not soon pass 
away.” 


ADDRESS TO KING AMADEUS I. 
OF SPAIN. 

THE following Memorial, addressed some 
months since to His Majesty the King of 
Spain, has since been widely circulated by 
the Newspaper press of that country, and 
has excited an unusual amount of public 
interest :— 

To His Most Gracious Masesty Kiya 
AmaADEUS I. oF Spatn, 
May it please Your Majesty :— 

The Committee of the Britishand Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, established many 
a since for the purpose of promoting, 

y pacific means, the total abolition of 
Slavery and the Slave-trade throughout the 
world, ask leave to present to your Majesty 
their respectful plea on behalf of the slaves 
in the Spanish possessions of Cuba and 
Porto Rico, 

They rejoice in the conviction that the 
~ of Spain earnestly desire the entire 
abolition 6f Slavery, and that they unite 
with the people of every civilised and 
Christian nation in the utter condemnation 
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of the sin and injustice of holding man in 
forced bondage. 

We cannot doubt but that the sympathies 
of your Majesty are strongly in favour of 
justice and freedom to all, and especially 
—— that class wer pose been in time 
past the most injured and oppressed among 
mankind. 


Slavery derives no countenance from 
Christianity—on the contrary, it was con- 
demned by its Divine Author in those 
memorable words, “ All things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them.” 

It has been condemned from its origin 
by the Roman Catholic Church :—Pius 
the Second, Paul the Third, Urban the 
Sixth, Benedict the Fourteenth, Leo the 
Tenth, and Gregory the Sixteenth, have 
all borne emphatic testimony against the 
Slave-trade and Negro Slavery. 

England, France, Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, and the United States of America, 
have abolished Siavery. 

We rejoice that the Spanish Cortes has 
given some attention to the subject, and 
especially that, at the proposal of the 
present Spanish Cabinet, it has pledged 
itself to an act of complete abolition in the 
present session. 

We trust, for the sake of all parties, for 
the master no less than the slave, that no 
further delay will be allowed to take place, 
and that the Cortes may see the wisdom of 
adopting a measure of entire and immediate 
emancipation. Between slavery and free- 
dom there is no safé resting-place. 

It is well known that England in the 
first instance tried a system of apprentice- 
ship, but its working was found so inju- 
rious, that the masters themselves were 
glad to displace that gradual system, and 
adopt immediate emancipation. 

Without dwelling upon the fact at the 
present moment, faithfulness requires that 
we should state that, by virtue of existing 
treaties, Great Britain has a right to claim 
the immediate freedom of a very large pro- 
portion of those now held in slavery in 
Cuba and Porto Rico. 

Had the claims of justice to the Slave, 
so urgently demanded by the people of 
Spain in the Autumn of 1868, been met, 
all the blood and treasure which has been 
sacrificed in Cuba since that time might 
have been spared. 

It cannot be overlooked that a fatal per- 
sistence in maintaining Slavery brought 
about that tremendous civil war which 
recently desolated the United States of 
America. Although the immediate and 
entire emancipation of nearly four millions 
of Slaves in that country was effected 
under all the disadvantages of that fearful 
struggle, yet it has been attended with the 
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most beneficial consequences—for it is a 
striking fact that the production of cotton 
and sugar in the former Slave States of 
America has, m the year 1869-70, been one 
of the largest ever known. 

For the sake, therefore, of all parties 
in Cuba and Porto Rico—for the sake of 
the great people of Spain—for the honour 
of your Royal House, which has not been 
wont to rule over slaves; in the name of 
humanity and of the sacred religion of 
Christ, we respectfully, but earnestly, en- 
treat your Majesty to inaugurate your 
reign by insisting on the restoration of 
liberty to the Slave, in depriving him of 
which no human power could ever be 
justified. 

It isrighteousness which exalteth a nation, 
and proves the stability of governments. 

ra the reign of your Majesty be es- 
tablished by righteousness and justice, that 
so the blessing of the Most High may rest 
upon you, upon your august Queen, and 
upon the people of Spain. 

We are, 
Your Majesty’s humble, obedient servants, 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
JOSEPH CooPER, 
EpmunND Stura@s, > Hon. Secs. 
RoBert ALSOP, 


27, New Broad Street, London, 
December 31st, 1870. 











ADDRESS TO THE EMPEROR OF 
BRAZIL. 


THE following is a copy of an Address 
which has been forwarded to the Emperor 
of Brazil :— 

To His Impertan Masesty Pepro IL, 
EMPEROR OF BRAZIL. 
May it please Your Majesty :— 

At a recent meeting of the Committee of 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, it was unanimously resolved to pre- 
sent another respectful address to your 
Majesty on the continuance of Slavery in 
Brazil. 

The Committee feel the more encouraged 
in doing this, from the undoubted convic- 
tion they entertain, that the sentiments and 
views held by your Majesty are in accord- 
ance with those of the Society which the 
Committee represent. 

They also recognise with great satisfac- 
tion that the most intelligent and enlight- 
ened among your Majesty’s subjects are 
anxious that Brazil shall be delivered from 
thesin of Slavery, and from all the numer- 
ous evils inseparable from its existence. 

It is gratifying to the Committee to ob- 
serve these indications of a healthy public 
opinion—such indications of right feeling 
are, however, not altogether new; they 
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have existed more or less in Brazil through 
a long course of years, but unhappily up to 
the present time without producing any 
material effect on the legislation of the 
country. 

Six years ago your Majesty condescended 
to receive an Address from the Anti-Sla- 
very Society, at which time we confidently 
anticipated that Slavery would be speedily 
abolished in Brazil. 

Since that time how many thousands 
have passed away relieved from Slavery 
only by death. Their cry for justice dis- 
regarded on earth, they have passed from 
it without ever tasting the sweets of that 
liberty, the right to which God in his good- 
ness has conferred upon the whole family 
of man. 

It isa solemn thought that the respon- 
sibility for this, and for the continuance of 
all the sufferings and manifold evils of 
Slavery, must rest somewhere : on those 
who have obstinately promoted and on 
those who may have sinfully connived at 
its maintenance. 

It is also a serious consideration, which 
we feel sure the members of your Majesty’s 
government will not fail to bear in mind, 
that a very large number, probably not less 
than a million of those introduced into 
Brazil since 1831, now held in forced bon- 
dage, together with their descendants, are 
entitled, under treaties between Brazil and 
Great Britain, to immediate and uncondi- 
tional freedom. 

As fellow-professors of the religion of 
Christ we plead for the liberty of these 
and for all who are deprived of their per- 
sonal freedom. 

Our common Christianity gives no coun- 
tenance to the oppression of the poor by 
the rich on any plea whatever. On the 
contrary, no sin is more unequivocally 
condemned by it than the sin of oppression. 
It not only affords no countenance to Sla- 
very, but, on the contrary, the Divine 
Founder of our holy religion condemned it 
for ever when He uttered those sublime 
words, “Do unto others as ye would that 
others should do unto you.” 

It was condemned by the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church in the year 1557, and at 
various times subsequently down to the 
present day; and though it has happily 
disappeared from all other Christian coun- 
tries, it still finds refuge in Brazil and 
Spain. 

In watching the discussions on this sub- 
ject which have recently taken place in 
Brazil, we have been struck with the fact 
that the difficulties and objections to eman- 
cipation in Brazil are none of them new, 
but are exactly similar to those which have 
been successively urged in every other 
country where Slavery has since been 
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abolished. Why, therefore, should these 
difficulties be allowed to intimidate Brazil 
from moving forward in a right course ? 

Your statesmen, in dealing with the sub- 
ject, have the great advantage of the 
experience of all those countries which 
have preceded them in the work. 

Great Britain, France, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Holland, and the United States, 
have all abolished Slavery, and their expe- 
rience has indisputably shown that in 
immediate emancipation is to be found the 
easiest and the only way of overcoming all 
difficulties. 

To use the language of the Paris Inter- 
national Anti-Slavery Conference in 1867, 
—“Itis proved that half measures do no 
good ; that systems of apprenticeship, of 
liberating children, of gradual emancipa- 
tion, have imperilled property, the domes- 
tic circle and public order ; have loosened 
every tie, without replacing them ; have 
excited ee uneasiness, and sus- 
picion ; and that immediate, definitive, and 
radical emancipation haseverywhere proved 
the only means of readjusting and securing 
all interests, of satisfying justice, and recon- 
ciling the races.” 

If immediate emancipation had failed 
anywhere it must have failed in the United 
States. In that country the emancipation 
of four millions of slaves took place under 
every possible disadvantage, being pro- 
claimed amidst all the disorders and ruin 
of civil war, the offspring of Slavery, and 
at a time when all the bonds of society 
were dissolved. 

Nevertheless, abolition being immediate 
and entire, what has been the result ? 

The former slaves rapidly rising in intel- 
ligence, and into the position of useful and 
orderly citizens, and a country cultivated 
by free men, producing a larger amount of 
cotton in the year 1869-70 than, with two 
exceptions, it was ever known to produce 
when cultivated by slaves. 

The experience of the United States fur- 
nishes at once a great lesson and a solemn 
warning to those countries which still 
maintain Slavery. Our earnest desire and 
prayer are that neither the warning nor 
the lesson may be allowed to pass un- 
heeded, but that, instructed by past events, 
and guided by a just and large-hearted 
policy, your Government and people may 
support your Majesty in now bicusin 
Slavery to an immediate end throughout 
the vast empire of Brazil. 

By this great act you will confer a last- 
ing benefit on the Brazilian nation. Under 
the blessing of Almighty God, it will then 
be your glory to reign over a free and 
united People, and your name will be 
honoured by posterity as a benefactor of 
mankind. 
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Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 

JOSEPH COOPER, 

EpMuND Sturae, ? Hon. Secs. 

RoBERT ALSOP, 

FREDERIC WHEELER, 
Chairman of Committee. 

27, New Broad Street, London, 
January 13th, 1877. 








BRITISH GUIANA. 


THE Commissioners —— by Earl 
Granville to inquire into the allegations of 
Mr. Des Veeux, against the planters and 
others in British Guiana, of ill-treating the 
Coolies have not yet given in their report, 
which will, we doubt not, be of a very im- 
portant and valuable character. Parliament, 
the country, and the colonies, are all look- 
ing forward to its presentation and publi- 
cation with peculiar interest. Although, 
of course, not at all aware of its contents, 
and not disposed to anticipate them by con- 
jecture, it is not too much to suppose that 
the whole system of Coolie immigration, 
laws and treatment will undergo revision. 

Professor Sheldon Amos has prepared an 
exceedingly able paper “On the Existing 
Laws of Demerara for the Regulation of 
the Coolie Traffic,” which was read before 
the Juridical Department of the National 
Association for the Promotion of Social 
Science, at their rooms, on Monday even- 
ing, the 27th February. ° 

In his introduction, the Professor says : 
“Tt is not intended here to anticipate the 
report of the Commission, or to prejudice 
the claims of any persons interested in that 
report. The purpose of this preliminary 
investigation is to prepare men’s minds for 
a serious perusal of the report when it 
arrives.” 

We give, in another part of our issue, the 
divisions under which ee discusses the sub- 
ject, and some of the leading conclusions at 
which he arrives. 

Mr. Edward Jenkins, who went out to 
Demerara for the Aborigines Protection and 
Anti-Slavery Societies, to watch the pro- 
ceedings in the interests of the Coolies, is 
bringing out a series of ag in Good 
Words, under the title, “'The Coolies; a 
Journey to British Guiana, to inquire into 
their Rights and Wrongs. By the Author of 
‘Ginx’s Baby.’” Three have already ap- 
peared. The first is divided into three 
chapters : 1. Introductory; 2. On the way 
to the subject ; 3. Georgetown, Demerara. 
The second describes—1. Windsor Forest 
Estate ; 2. Schoon Ord. The third describes 
—1. Government, Governors, and Govern- 
ing Classes ; 2. The Coolie Laws. 

hile not trenching on the proper func- 
tions or prerogatives of the Commissioners, 
Mr. Jenkins as ably presents “The Rights 
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and Wrongs” of the Coolies as he frankly 
does justice to others ; and cleverly analyses 
evidence, and describes persons, planta- 
tions, and natural scenery. 

Good Words may be had through any 
bookseller; and Mr. Jenkins’s excellent 
a will be widely, enjoyably, and pro- 

tably read ; and 5 our friends desiring 
copies of Professor Amos’s admirable paper, 
with the report of the interesting discussion 
which followed, may have the same by 
applying by letter or otherwise at our office. 








QUEENSLAND. 


THE population of Queensland, the most 
extensive of the British Colonies, having an 
area of 678,000 square miles, only 195,000 
of which are even pastorally occupied, was 
on the 31st Dec. 1869, males, 26,271 ; 
females, 43,326; total, 109,897. During 
the year there had been a decrease of 423. 
This was accounted for by the decrease of 
immigration from Europe, and the migra- 
tory character of the Gold Fields popula- 
tion. The most startling item in the 
Registrar-General’s report for 1869, from 
which this notice is abridged, is one relat- 
ing to the Polynesian immigrants, the mor- 
tality amongst whom is frightful,—a subject 
which ought to lead to a searching in- 
vestigation. 

The Registrar-General gives the facts in 
their naked simplicity as follows :—“ The 
movements of Polynesians show an immi- 
p— of 327 against a return to their 

omes of 114, making an apparent increase 
of 218; but against this there appears to 
have been not less than 56 deaths, leaving 
a net increase of 157. It is not improbable 
that many deaths have occurred in the 
bush, of labourers having left their employ- 
ment, and whose deaths have not been 
registered.” 





THE NEW GOVERNOR. 


We understand that His Excellency the 
Marquis of Normanby, the newly-ap- 
ey Governor of Queensland, will leave 

ngland on the 26th April. His lordship 
was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of 
Nova Scotia in January, 1858, and resigned 
that appointment in September, 1863. 

His predecessor in the office of Governor 
of Queensland, T. W. Blackall, Esq., was 
eS greg to that office in November, 1867, 
and died, as will be seen from a notice in 
another part of our issue, on the 2nd of 
January last. 

Lord Normanby enters on his new duties 
at a critical period in the history of the 
colony. The connection of some of its 
leading men with the Polynesian Slave- 
trade Be lowered the colony in the public 
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estimation ; a fact the cause of which is 
matter of great regret to very many of our 
fellow-countrymen there as well as else- 
where. 

We trust that his lordship may be en- 
abled to deal with this and other evils there 
in such a manner as to confer much good 
on the colony, rendering it attractive to 
emigrants; and win for himself a high 
reputation, 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


WE desire to call special attention to the 
report of the debate in the House of Com- 
mons, on the 3rd ult., on South Africa, 
ably introduced by R. N. Fowler, Esq., 
which will be found under the head of Par- 
liamentary Proceedings. His motion was to 
the effect, ‘‘ That it was desirable that Her 
Majesty's Government should take steps to 
ascertain to what extent the Confederation 
of the British Possessions in South Africa 
and of the adjacent territories was practi- 
cable.” Mr. C. Gilpin, the Hon. A. Kin- 
naird, Mr. C. Buxton, Mr. Macfie, Viscount 
Bury, Mr. Knatchbull-Hugessen, Sir C. 
Adderley, Mr. M‘Cullagh Torrens, and Mr. 
Eastwick, took part in the debate, Viscount 
Bury alone seeming to assume an excep- 
tional position. Mr. Knatchbull-Hugessen 
fully admitted the facts set forth by Mr. 
Fowler. The history of the Boers had been 
one of continued outrage on the native 
tribes ; they shirked their duty, and by 
them slavery was practically carried on. 
Mr. Fowler gained from the Colonial 
Under-Secretary the assurance that, while, 
with reference toa Confederation of British 
territory with native territory in South 
Africa, care must be taken that annexation 
was not meant, Sir Henry Barkly had all 
matters in dispute under his attention ; 
and that Government would furnish the 
House from time to time with all necessary 
information upon the subject of his motion. 

Mr. Fowler withdrew his motion; but 
the ventilation of the subject, and its mode 
of treatinent by the House and the Govern- 
ment, cannot fail to be productive of good. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED SINCE OUR LAST. 


£ s.d. 
Alexander, Mr. F., Ipswich (sub.) 010 0 
Alexander, Mrs. F. ditto . ,, 010 0 
Allen, Elizabeth, Liskeard __,, 010 0 
Asher & Co., London 0. 0.7 
Backhouse, Edward, Sunder- 
land ; 4 -  (sub.) 20 0 0 
Backhouse, Katharine, Dar- 
lington . : ee 100 
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Barras, Baron das Trez, Rio 
de Jangiro . 


Brewin, Thomas, Cirencester 
Auxiliary 
Brown, 4 Preston, 
Brighton ° ° 
Brown, Henry, Bradford 
Brown, Phoebe, Luton 
Brown, Potto, Houghton 
Burgess, Wilson, Worcester 
Cash, Sarah M., Dorking 
Cooper, Joseph, Essex Hall, 
Walthamstow . . 
Cropper, James, Kendal 
Cropper, John, Liverpool . 
Darby, Rebecca, Stanley 
Hall, near Bridgenorth . 
Dawson, Mrs., Exeter 
Dillwyn, 8. A., Bath . 
Edwards, Miss, Denmark 
Hill ‘ . 
Ellis, Mrs. P., Leicester 
Elliott, John, Liskeard 
Elliott, Mary, ditto . 
Forster, W. E., Esq., M.P., 
Bradford . ; ° 
Foster, Mary, Truro . ‘ 
Fox, F. H., Torquay . . 
Fox, Samuel, Falmouth ., 
Fry, Edward, Highgate 
Good, Hannah, Ulverstone . 
Glyde, Mrs., Exeter . 
Harris, Alfred, Bradford 
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Harris, Sarah, ditto 


Harvey, Thomas, Leeds 
Hicks, Charles, Stanstead . 
Hill, Arthur, Tottenham 
Hodgkin, John, Lewes 
Holden, J. D., Brighton 
How, Walter, London 
Hubbert, Rachel, Tottenham 
Hutchinson, Robert, Exeter 
Isaac John, Liskeard ‘ 
Jones, Mary D., Baschurch 
Jones, Rev. Thomas, Black- 
heath. 
Letchworth Thomas, Aspley 
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Marsh, John, Dorking 
Mason, a York . 
Moore, Rev. E., Great Beal- 
ings 
Newman, Professor, Clifton 
Norris, William, Coalbrook- 
dale = i 5 . 
Norris, William G., Coal- 
brookdale  . 
Norton, William, 
bridge . . 
Palmer, George, ‘Readi img . 
Paull, Edward, Peckham Rye 
Pease, Arthur, Darlington . 
Pease, Edward, ditto (for 
Demerara Commission) 
Pease, Gurney, ditto 
Pease, Joseph, ditto 
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Peckover, Algernon, Wis- £2 s. 
beach . - (sub) 10 0 
Priestman, E., Bradford egg 10 0 
Ditto, ditto: wigs 0 10 
Priestman, F., ditto “a 10 
Priestman, J., ditto eae 0 10: 
Richardson, H. & A., New- 
castle-on-Tyne ‘ * 0 10 
Robinson, William, Liskeard ww 0 5 
Rosling, Samuel, Reading ._,, 2 2 
Rowntree, John S., York . 4, 0 10 
Rowntree, Sarah, ditto . ,, 1 
Rowntree, William, Scar- 
borough . fe a 0 


Ryley, Thomas C., Wigan ae 1 
Sanders, William, ‘Clifton . - 
Savory, Rachel, PeckhamRye ,, 
Sharples, Joseph, Hitchin .(don.) 5 
Sheppard, Holman, York . (sub.) 
Silver, Miss, Woodbridge ._,, 
Smith, Maria G., Highbury ,, 
Southall, Ann, Leominster. ,, 
Stansfield, J.. Bradford . ,, 
Stansfield, J. S., ditto wae 
Stansfield, Mary, ditto wales 
Stephenson, Anne, Heavitree _,, 

Toll, Miss L., Woodbridge. _,, 
Tregelles, Lydia (Per), Fal- 
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Trevelyan, " Arthur, +: . 

Tyneholme, N.B. . 
Tuckett, Frederic, London . (don.) 
Tuckett, eS Frenchay - (sub.) 
Vipan, Mrs., Biggleswade aa 
West, E., Bradford . ee 
Wheeler, Frederic, Rochester ,, 1 
Wilkey, J. F., Exeter . rae ] 
Wilson, James, York . <i 
Wilson, John, Bradford . ,, 1 
Wilson, Thomas, ditto poy 
Wood, William, York . pirtay ] 





Subscriptions to be made payable to the 
Honorary Secretaries, Joseph Cooper, Edmund 
Sturge, and Robert Alsop; or to Thomas 
Phillips, Assistant Secretary, 27, New Broad 
Street, London, E.C. Cheques to be made 
payable to order, and Post-Office Orders at the 
General Post Office. 





REVIEWS. 





The Existing eo vd a for the 
Regulation of Coolie Immigration. By 
Professor Sheldon ‘Asece, MA. A. 

Tus valuable paper was read on Mon- 
day evening, Feb. 27, in the Juridical 
Department of the National Association 
for the Promotion of Social Science, by 
Mr. W. F. Chesson, in the absence of = 
writer. Mr. Walter Morrison, M.P., 
sided. The subject is discussed under t 
heads—1. General Sketch of the System of 


Coolie ayy Pre as conducted in De- 
merara. echnical Description of the 


* 
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Laws now in Force for the Regulation of 
that System. 3. General Criticism of the 
Policy and Structure of these Laws. 

After ably describing the system, the 
Professor concludes that “for the protec- 
tion of the Coolie under the existing laws, 
as much depends upon the bp rw. the 
capacity, and the omnipresence of the Im- 
migration Department as upon the existing 
laws.” After technically describing the laws 
in force for the regulation of the system, 
the Professor describes the immigrant as in 
a state of utter impotency to assert his 
more obviouslegal claims, whether under the 
terms of his indenture or the immigration 
ordinances; shows that “the difficulties 
of obtaining satisfactory evidence on all 
matters peculiarly within the cognisance or 
under the control of proprietors, &c., are to 
the immigrant almost insuperable ; while 
for the actual purposes of testing the pre- 
sence of an immigrant at his daily work, of 
fixing the period at which an alleged 
desertion began, of marking the intervals 
of imprisonment or absence with a view to 
re-indenture, and of establishing his 
identity, all these securities are rendered, 
through legislative weakness in the vigilant 
watching of the interests of immigrants, 
almost wholly nugatory.” 

Under the third head, the learned Pro- 
fessor shows that with the Coolie immigrant 
in Demerara, every condition of safety or 
of hope attached to all his industrial 
relationship is either wholly absent or 
fatally reversed ; and that “under the fair 
names of ‘contract’ and ‘free labour’— 
themselves the latest discoveries or attain- 
ments ofa reconstituted European society— 
the Coolie immigrant blindly enters on a 
course of slavery from which future eman- 
cipators will find it all but impossible to 
ree him.” 

The learned Professor concludes his 
paper, after pointing out some valuable 
eatures in an ordinance passed at Trinidad, 
bearing date June 4, 1870, as follows :—- 

“Tt is not necessary here further to com- 
pare the Trinidad Ordinance with the laws 
of Demerara, than so far as is sufficient to 
illustrate the directions in which a reform 
of the latter laws must move, if Coolie 
immigration is to be maintained. The 
principle must be vindicated and resolutely 
maintained, that it is not enough to pro- 
vide by law, however effectually, for the 
mere performance of so much work on the 
one side, and the rendering of so much 
payment on the other. If the health and 
strength of people of one colour is to be 
rendered subservient to the self-interest of 
the people of another, all modern notions 
of morality and justice demand that, 
together with the expenditure of health 
and strength, there be not recklessly immo- 
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lated the spirit, the moral freedom, and the 
human hopes of the so-called ‘ inferior’ 
race. The special legal securities that can 
be taken must be sought in a vigilantly 
just administration of law as between 
employers and employed ; in the severest 
penalties against employers detected in the 
slightest abuse of their solemn trust ; in 
affording the largest possible opportunities 
for independent action and locomotion to 
labourers when not at work ; in facilitating 
to the utmost, and at all times, the return 
of the labourer to his own country, and 
depriving the employer of all illicit means 
of corruption or intimidation, for the pur- 
pose of procuring undue extension of his 
labourer’s service.” 

A condensed report of the interesting 
discussion which followed, is also given ; 
and in which the Chairman, Mr. E. 
Jenkins, who acted for the Aborigines and 
Anti-Slavery Societies during the — 
of the Coolie Commission, Mr. R. N. 
Fowler, Mr. Pears, Mr. F. Hill, Mr. Ed- 
mund Sturge, Mr. Beaumont (ex-Chief 
Justice of Demerara), Mr. W. F. Chesson, 
and the Rev. T. Phillips took part. 





The Dutch Republics of South Africa. By 
F. W. Chesson. London: Tweedie, 
337, Strand. 1871. 63 pp. 8vo. 

Tus valuable contribution towards the 
removal of difficulties which beset the 
question of government in South Africa, is 
in the form of Three Letters to R. N. 
Fowler, Esq., M.P., and Charles Buxton, 
Esq., M.P.; gentlemen whose long, deep, 
or enlightened interest in all which affects 
“ subject races” everywhere is well known. 

It is published avowedly to advocate the 
ctnktanet of a Confederation of the 
British Colonies in South Africa, the 
Transvaal Republic, the Orange Free State, 
and the Native Territories, securing to each 
its own local government and institutions. 
Mr. Chesson asserts, and we think proves, 
that were this achieved the twofold curse 
of War and Slavery in South Africa would 
be put an end to; that the native races 
would receive just treatment ; and that an 
important step would be taken towards 
mitigating, if not terminating, the East 
African Slave-trade. 

It were well to place a copy of Mr. 
Chesson’s valuable tractate in the hands of 
every leading statesman of both our great 
parties. 


Our National Mistakes and the Remedy for 
them. The Annual Address by the 
Rev. A. Crummell, B.A., Queen’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge ; delivered before the 
Common Council and the Citizens of 
Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, July 
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26, 1870, being the day of National 
Independence. Preston, England: N. 
Oakey. 1870. 


Anable production. Mr.Crummell thinks 
one great mistake of the Liberians has 
been, neglect of their native population ; 
another, their dependence on, and their 
eager desire for, the foreign supply of their 
needs, to the culpable neglect of native 
resources and native skill; and another, 
their slight grasp on the interior trade. 
While proving and illustrating these points, 
and showing proper remedies, he asserts 
the importance of national independence, 
but urges that the United States Govern- 
ment could do great things, through the 
Liberians, for the regeneration of Africa. 
He asserts and proves the capacity of the 
African race in the various walks of life. 
Every Liberian, and every friend of Liberia, 
ought to read this excellent pamphlet. 








LIBERIA. 


Mr. Gerard Ratston.—President Roye, 
in his address to the Senate and House 
of Representatives of Liberia, refers as 
follows to the ex-Consul of Liberia in 
this country, the venerable and esteemed 
Gerard Ralston, Esq., and his successor, 
David Chinery, Esq. :—‘ I regret to inform 
you that the increasing infirmities of age 
have deprived the Republic of the able 
and energetic services of Gerard Ralston, 
Esq., who for fourteen years has rendered 
most efficient services to Liberia as Consul- 
General of this Republic in London. He 
richly deserves the lasting gratitude of the 
Liberian people, for the invaluable services 
he has so faithfully rendered. He resigned 
his office in the month of October last. 
David Chinery, Esq., highly recommended 
by Mr.. Ralston, as well as by his past ser- 
vices in behalf of African interests, has 
been appointed to succeed Mr. Ralston. 

President Roye refers in his message with 
much gratification to the treatment he 
received last year whilst on a visit to this 
country and to the United States; and also 
to a “banquet, complimentary to Liberia, 
which was given to him a few days before 
leaving London to return home, by a num- 
ber of distinguished gentlemen of the 
City.” 


CHINESE IN THE UNITED STATES.— 
Intelligent writers— one at least, in a 
Quarterly Review of the highest character, 
has spoken of our Chinese as numbering 
200,000 ; neither the tables kept by the 
“six companies” at San Francisco, nor the 
recent census, would justify us in assum- 
ing their number upon the entire con- 
tinent to be more than 100,000.—Dr, G. 
Movar, 
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PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, March 3. 


THE AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


Mr. R. Fow.er called attention to the affairs 
of South Africa, particularly to the country in 
which diamonds have been recently discovered. 
The hon. member said the countries to which 
he alluded were the Cape Colony, with an area 
of 200,000 square miles, and a population, in- 
cluding that of British Caffraria, which was 
annexed in 1866, of 600,000, 400,000 being 
natives; Natal, which was about the size of 
Scotland, and had a European population of 
17,000, with 250,000 natives; the Orange Free 
State, covering an area of 50,000 square miles, 
and having a population of 37,000; and the 
Transvaal Republic, of 100,000 square miles, 
and a population of only 30,000. Cape Colony 
was in charge of a Governor, who also, as High 
Commissioner, held control over all the native 
races in the wide district he had described. 
The people of Natal, with a Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor and a Legislature altogether distinct from 
that of Cape Colony, complained against the 
control of the native tribes inhabiting the tract 
of country close to their own frontier being 
placed in the hands of the High Commissioner, 
on the ground that he lived 700 miles from the 
northern frontier of the eastern province, where 
alone independent native tribes were to be met 
with. A pamphlet had recently been published 
from the pen of Mr. F. W. Chesson, a very able 
gentleman, who had paid very great attenticn 
to this subject, and thoroughly investigated it 
in all its bearings, and from this pamphlet he 
learnt that in August, 1861, the Natal Legisla- 
tive Council passed resolutions urging the 
desirability of abolishing the office of High 
Commissioner as at present exercised, and 
pointing out that since the annexation of the 
Orange River Sovereignty the emigrant farmers 
who settled over the Vaal River had carried on 
a system of slavery under the guise of child 
apprenticeship. The resolutions, in fact, re- 
commended the annexation of the Orange Free 
State and Transvaal Republics, and pointed to 
the importance of making a change in the form 
of Government in the direction of a confedera- 
tion such as was pointed to by the terms of the 
resolution he was about to move. The aban- 
donment of the Orange River Territory in the 
year 1854 was carried out in opposition to 
the opinion of the influential inhabitants of 
the colony who lived in the territory, and 
those who lived outside its frontiers, the 
result having been almost constantly recurring 
difficulties ever since. The Government sent 
out Sir George Grey as Governor of the 
Cape Colony to enforce their policy, and the 
result had been wars that desolated the coun- 
try. We had bound ourselves not to supply 
ammunition to the natives. The Boers ob- 
tained an unlimited supply of powder through 
circuitous channels. The natives, therefore, 
had been left entirely at the mercy of the 
Boers, parties of whom went out on preda- 
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tory expeditions and attacked villages, burnt 


them, burnt parents, and took possession of 
their children, whom they sold into slavery. 
Two years ago he called attention to this sub- 
ject, and the Postmaster-General, who then 
represented the Colonial Department, said he 
was unfortunately obliged to admit all he (Mr. 
Fowler) said. Official papers had since been 
published on this subject, and he thought he 
might say they confirmed what it was his duty 
two years ago to lay before the House. There 
was the evidence of a Dutch clergyman, who 
said that the masters cared very little for the 
law, and that the servants did not even know 
the existence of the law. Till the age of 22, 
and in some cases till the age of 25, the servants 
were apprenticed to serve without payment. 
As soon as they were able to walk they had to 
look after their masters’ cattle. In the fullest 
sense of the word these servants were slaves, 
with this difference, that the slaves in slave 
States were protected by laws and overseers 
against ill-treatment within certain limits, 
whereas for the slaves in question nobody cared, 
and therefore they were wholly given up to the 
caprice of their masters. Slavery was not 
abolished in any part of the Transvaal Re- 
public. Could we say that Great Britain was 
entirely guiltless in this matter? This country 
had played a noble part in regard to slavery, 
but in the republic of South Africa the course 
of the slave-trade and slavery was worse than 
anything we read of as existing when Wilber- 
force began his great work of slave emancipa- 
tion. He asked what was to be done in this 
case, because we did not want a military expe- 
dition to put down these things. Was there no 
hope that the South African republics would 
voluntarily join to form such a confederation as 
he had recommended? He thought there was. 
There was evidence that the leading inhabi- 
tants were thoroughly opposed to the practices 
he had described, and would take any step to 
put an end to them. The hon. gentleman re- 
ferred, in support of this assertion, to speeches 
delivered by some of the most respectable inha- 
bitants, and also to the report of a Commis- 
sion on the subject. He then observed that 
recent events had given an importance to the 
question which it did not possess a few years 
ago. In those countries gold, and more re- 
cently, diamonds, had been discovered. The 
diamond fields were claimed by both the Trans- 
vaal Republic and the Orange Free State; but 
the result of an investigation which General 
Hay had been at great pains to make went to 
show that they belonged to neither, but to a 
native chief called Waterboer. In last Decem- 
ber there were 15,000 persons in the diamond 
fields, who were almost entirely British sub- 
jects. The British Government had a duty to 
discharge towards these men, to protect them, 
and provide a suitable government for them in 
the country to which they had gone. That 
Her Majesty’s Government was anxious to do 
so appeared from the fact that they had sent a 
magistrate to the district. Having quoted the 
testimony of Sir G. Grey and Sir H. Barkly in 
support of establishing a confederation, the 
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hon. gentleman concluded with the expression 
of a hope that it might be the good fortune of 
the distinguished man who now governed Her | 
Majesty’s dominions in South Africa, to lay. 
the foundations of a confederation which in 
future days might tend to promote the glory 
of the British Crown and the happiness of 
the people of South Africa. (Hear, hear.) 
He begged to move that, in the opinion of this 
House, it is desirable that Her Majesty’s 
Government should take steps to ascertain 
to what extent the confederation of the British 
possessions in South Africa and of the adjacent 
territories is practicable. 

Mr. GILPIN said it was the duty of this 
country, and of those who represented it in the 
Colonial Office, to take care that treaties affect- 
ing the lives and liberties of thousands of persons 
should be literally carried out. If territories 
were occupied, as they were,upon condition that 
slavery and the slave-trade should not exist in 
them, it was required of us as honourable, and 
of the Government as an honourable Govern- 
ment, that this condition should not remain a 
fiction, but should be made a fact. As he had 
an only son travelling in those districts, he 
had received a large amount of evidence as to 
the existence of the slave-trade there. He had 
no doubt his hon. friend in the Colonial Office 
would be as earnest as the right hon. gentleman 
his predecessor (Mr. Monsell), than whom he 
had never known a man more disposed to carry 
out the real object of his appointment, or more 
willing to listen to the representations of the 
various colonies. (Hear.) 

Mr. KINNAIRD observed that the natives of 
the Transvaal territories had shown their 
readiness and ability to profit by instruction, 
and it was horrible to think that that intelli- 
gentrace should be treated in the disgraceful 
way in which it had been treated under the 
sanction of the British Government. 

Mr, C. Buxton was sure it would tend 
greatly to the moral and material prosperity of 
the Transvaal Republic if such a confederation 
as that recommended by the member for 
Falmouth were carried into effect. 

Mr. Macriz spoke warmly in favour of the 
motion. 

Lord Bury was astonished at the proposal 
of federation, not only of some of the British 
provinces of South Africa, but also of some 
provinces with which Great Britain had nothing 
to do. The Orange Free State and the Trans- 
vaal Republic were originally under our con- 
trol; but they were now settled by persons who 
revolted from our authority and moved beyond 
its limits. Domestic slavery was one of the 
principal institutions of these barbarians, and 
it could never be contemplated to permit that 
in a confederation of British colonies. 

Mr. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN said it was 
unfortunately true that in the Transvaal Re- 


-public slavery under another name was prac- 


tically carried on, notwithstanding that its 
abolition was made a condition of the indepen- 
dence of the Republic, and he thought it 
unfair that powder and ammunition should be 
given to the Boers while denied to the natives. 
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It had, however, been announced that the Con- 
vention would no longer be recognised if the 
Republic violated the conditions on which ‘it 
was declared independent. When Parliament 
was asked to recommend a confederation of 
these States with our South African colonies, 
it must be remembered that the. annexation in 
1848 was not looked upon by the people as an 
indisputable advantage to them, and from that 
time till the abandonment of our sovereignty 
over the Orange Free States, in 1854, the Boers 
had never shown respect for government and 
the authority ofthe law. It was in consequence 
of the people not supporting the authority and 
coming to the aid of the Government, that 
Lord Grey, in 1851, wrote a dispatch stating 
that the territory had heen annexed by the 
desire of the inhabitants. The Orange terri- 
tary was abandoned in 1854. His hon. friend 
said we owed protection to British subjects. 
Well, of course British subjects were to be 
protected, but he could not admit that if they 
went to any country they liked we were bound 
to annex that country ; and even if it were done 
with the consent of the people, it was doubtful 
whether we should go on annexing and an- 
nexing. It was true there was a dispute be- 
tween the Chief Waterboer and the President 
of the Republic, and the latter issued a pro- 
clamation that after a certain date all the land 
comprising the diamond-fields would belong to 
the Republic. Waterboer appealed to us, and 
what we had done was to offer to arbitrate: 
but in consequence of a disagreement as to 
the terms, the arbitration was not entered into. 
General Hay, who was administering the go- 
vernment at the Cape until the arrival of Sir 
Henry Barkly, gave notice to all British sub- 
jects not to join in anything which would show 
that Waterboer’s claim was not recognised, and 
that this country could not by any means re- 
cognise the proclamation annexing this large 
tract of land. The resolution affirmed that it 
was desirable to take steps for the confedera- 
tion of the colonies. Confederation of British 
colonies was desirable; but if it were proposed 
to bring into that Confederation adjacent ter- 
ritory, they must take care that that was not 
annexation under another name. Our Go- 
vernment did not want to extend the boundary 
of our South African territory, and did not 
intend to spend the money and risk the lives 
of Englishmen when the honour of England 
was not concerned. But having laid down 
this principle he did not think it was their duty 
to oppose any development of the colonies by 
their own unaided effort. He had no doubt 
that his hon. friend would consent to withdraw 
this motion, and he assured him that the affairs 
of South Africa would receive every conside- 
ration. Sir Henry Barkly had lately arrived 
at the colony, and all these subjects were re- 
ceiving his attention. 

Sir C. AppERtEy said he had always advo- 
cated the confederation of colonies, and stood 
almost alone in protesting against the abandon- 
ment of the Orange territory. In the interest 
of peace and humanity he wished to see a union 
of these colonies, but the Government should 
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be a Government in the interest of the 
colony. 

Mr. W. M. Torrens said that he never was 
for annexation. What he desired was free 
agreement, which was the very antithesis of 
annexation. Neither did he believe that an- 
nexation in a forcible sense was the object o 
his hon. friend’s motion. Ifthe people in the 
territories surrounding their colonies in South 
Africa wished to join with them, if they desired 
to become British subjects, it was not their duty 
to reject them, but to receive them with open 
arms. It was the duty of the Government of 
this country to look at making it a great ocean 
power. He believed that great advantages 
would result from the passing of the resolution, 
and it would not pledge them to any expense. 

Mr. Eastwick believed that if the colonists 
were not attracted in some way to the British 
Government, they would never put an end to 
slavery. He hoped the Government would en- 
courage confederation, and endeavour to bring 
the colonists back. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 





THE DEMERARA COMMISSION. 


In reply to Mr. Morrison, Mr. KNATCHBULL- 
HueEssen said: The Report of the Demerara 
Commission has been made to the Governor, 
by whom the Committee was appointed under 
instructions from the Secretary of State. The 
Governor writes word that it is a bulky docu- 
ment, and, as it will take some time to prepare 
for transmission, it is uncertain by what mail 
it will arrive. Until it has been received at 
the Colonial Office no decision can be taken as 
to its presentation to Parliament, although I 
have no doubt that it will be presented, and 
that without unnecessary delay. 








FREEDMEN’S COMMITTEE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE education of the Freedmen in the 
Southern States of the American Union is 
ievously interrupted—indeed in not a 
ew sections cage pei the careless- 
ness and crue sl their enemies. 

The lives of loyal whites and blacks are 
endangered ; and President Grant has 
order the Ku-K]ux bands of North Carolina 
to break up within 30 days of the date of 
the order. The best Union men of the 
Democratic party are scandalised by these 


It is gratifying to know that the British 
Scholarships at Howard College have been 
very ad us. We insert a letter 
from General Howard, and another from 
one of the scholars, which will be read 
with pleasure :— 
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 
Bureau oF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND 
ABANDONED Lanps, 


Washington, City, January, 1877. 


Joun Tartor, Esq, 
No. 5, Tokenhouse Yard, 
London, England. 


My pear S1r,—Yours of the 10th ult. is at 
hand. Your statement of subscriptions for 
scholarships to Howard University, and remit- 
tances thereon, exactly agree with the books of 
our treasurer. At your convenience we shall 
be glad to receive the sum (£175) to be 
remitted. 

To give you some account of the University, 
I beg to transmit herewith our catalogue for 
1869-70, containing full information i 
the several mts of the University, and 
on pages 85 to 97 a brief general sketch of its 
origin and progress. 

Our location at the seat of government of 
the United States, and my position at the head 
of the Freedmen’s Burean, have enabled us to 
obtain for, or give some labour to, almost all 
the students of the institution. Many have 
been assisted also by teaching classes. For 
this reason until the present time the scholar- 
ships for males were placed in our “ General 
Scholarship Fund,” and used, in the cases of 
several Normal pupils and others preparing for 
teaching, to supply what they lacked for sup- 
port. This course we deemed better than to 
give any young man a full scholarship when he 
eould partially pay his own way. Thus, by a 
mite from these scholarships we have been 
' enabled to keep in training many pupils who 
otherwise would have been compelled to leave 
the institution. Now, we have found it neces- 
sary to set apart 150 dollars per year for Mr. 
Simmons, whose letter I enclose. 

The female scholarship was given to Miss 
Agnes L. Ketchum, a fine scholar, an estimable 
young lady in all respects, who will ere long be 
fitted to do good service in teaching. 

These scholarships have rendered invaluable 
aid in our institution, for which we send many 
and grateful thanks to the donors. 

Very truly yours, 
O. O. Howarp, 
Brigadier-General United States Army, 
Commissioner, &c. 


_ 


MR. SIMMONS’ LETTER. 

“ Washington, D. C., Jan. 4, 1877. 

“YT was born im Charleston, Louisiana 
County, June 29th, 1849. My mother came 
to the north shortly after my birth, and 
brought me and two sisters. Since then we 
have lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
Bordentown, New Jersey. 

“T can remember nothing previous to my 
twelfth year worthy of note; at that age I 
was iced to a surgeon-dentist, Leo H. 
De Lange, in Bordentown. I despaired of 
remaining with him because he had employed 
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a number of boys, both whité and black, but 
none could stay. Nevertheless, I remained 
until my fifteenth year, then I left and joined 
the army, a private in the 4]st Regiment 
U. 8. L. I. I enlisted in Philadelphiaxat Camp 
William Penn ; I served thirteen months, doing 
service in the ‘Army of the James,’ and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Hatches Run, 
Petersburg, &c. — im fact, all through the last 
spring campaign of the war my brigade 
figured conspicuously. After the war I was 
despatched to Texas, where I did garrison duty 
in Edinburg on the Rio Grande river. Dis- 
charged at New Orleans, I hastened home. 

“ After a short rest I went to work with a 
dentist in Philadelphia ; remained a year, and 
then returned to my former employer in 
Bordentown. 

“A short time after my return I was con- 
verted to Christ. I was not a Christian long 
before I felt God had a special work for me to 
do, viz. to be a ‘Bishop of Souls’; I then, 
after a severe struggle, determined to study 
for the ministry. 

‘By the advice of my pastor I entered the 
grammar school of Madison University in 
Hamilton, New York. When I got there the 
junior academic class was two terms ahead, so 
took private lessons in Latm and Greek, and 
made sufficient progress to enter the class in 
the following fall. Before I had gone there I 
had attended no school in my life. I learned 
the English branches at home under the in- 
struction of an uncle. I had not looked at 
them since my eleventh year; nevertheless, I 
passed the regents examination in English 
studies and have my certificate. 

“ At the close of my academig course I 
entered the Freshman class at Rochester 
University, at Rochester, New York. Not 
liking Rochester I left, and have come to 
Howard University. I wished from the be- 
ginning of my course to enter a college among 
coloured students, but my pastor overruled my 
wishes, and all this while I have been isolated 
from my people. I can complain of no ill- 
treatment, but I left both institutions because 
I was the only coloured student there. I want 
to be where I eam be in sympathy with my 
people, so as to fit myself for a life of devotion 
to them ; and so to fit myself that I ean work 
for God and humanity. 

“Trusting to God for assistance, I will seek 
‘ Esse quam viden.’ 

“Wa. J. Sumtons.” 


THE PEABODY SOUTHERN 
CATION FUND. 


Philadelphia, February 22. 
THE operations of the Board of Trustees 
charged by the late George Peabody with 
the administration of his “ Southern Edu- 
cation Fund” will have some interest to 


EDU- 


the many English readers who admired 
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Mr. Peabody’s er: The report 
of the general agent, Rev. Dr. Barnes Sears, 
made at the meeting of the trustees in this 


city last week, gives some important details.: 


Four years have elapsed since the fund was 
created ; the first was spent in maturing a 
plan of operations ; the second and third 
in endeavouring to introduce it in the 
Southern States at a time when civil go- 
vernment there was in an anomalous condi- 
tion ; and the last year has been spent in 
harmonising the ae with the new and 
more normal condition these States have 
assumed, Three Southern States have 
undertaken to establish a uniform system 
of public instruction, two completing the 
work. Three or four others are changing 
their school laws. One or two are endea- 
vouring to enforce laws establishing mixed 
schools at which whites and blacks attend. 
Only three of the States have left their 
school laws unchanged, and as it has been 
the plan of the Trust to act in concert with 
the State authorities, wherever possible, 
the difficulties caused by these changes are 
apparent. Yet the work has not been 
impeded, and more has been accomplished 
during the last than in any previous year. 
The embarrassments under which the 
trustees labour arise, not so much from 
opposition or indifference to their plans, as 
from delays caused by the uncertainty of 
future legislative action. The benefits of 
the fund are confined to public free schools, 
including normal schools. To these a 
small part only of their current expenses— 
rarely more than one-fourth — is contri- 
buted by the Board for encouragement and 
aid, and is placed in the hands of proper 
school officers. The plan is to concentrate 
effort upon a limited number of the large 
towns, selecting those which will by their 
example exert the widest influence upon 
the surrounding country. The maximum 
given any city is 2,000 dols., the minimum 
about 300 dols.; the number of pupils 
receiving aid in any locality being not less 
than 100. The amount of aid given any 
city or town is determined partly by the 
number of children to be aa are f for and 
partly by the amount of money raised by 
the people themselves from tax or contri- 
bution. To well-regulated public free 
schools, kept open about ten months in the 
year, and having a regular attendance of 
not less than 100 pupils, the trustees pay 
300 dols. ; for 150 pupils, 450 dols. ; for 
200, 600 dols. ; for 250, 800 dols. ; and for 
300, 1000 dols. The people are to furnish 
a teacher for every 50 pupils. To negro 
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schools two-thirds of these amounts are 
ven. 

A detailed statement of the operations in 
each Southern State is given, from which 
I take some illustrations. In Richmond, 
Virginia, there were no public schools a 
few years ago. The first year the trustees 
contributed 2,000 dols. and the city raised 
10,000 dols. While the annual gift is still 
but 2,000 dols., the city is now raising 
42,600 dols., and is supporting 39 white 
and 33 coloured schools, while there is also 
a normal school for the education of 
teachers, to which the Trust contributes 
1,000 dols. The Trust furnished also the 
means of beginning a school system in 
Petersburg and several other Virginia 
towns. Aid is given to 21 schools in North 
Carolina, and toa smaller number in South 
Carolina—changes in the schoo] law and 
inability to raise local school funds inter- 
fering with operations in the latter State. 
In Georgia, a school law was not passed by 
the Legislature until last autumn, and it not 
yet having come into operation the efforts 
of the Trust have been confined to a few of 
the larger cities. A coloured school at 
Atlanta is given 800 dols. In Floridaa 
larger number of towns are assisted ; but 
the State school funds are so small that 
schools are maintained with difficulty. 
Alabama is in a similar position to Florida. 
In Mississippi the trustees have not been 
able to act in concert with the State autho- 
rities, but aid has been given the larger 
cities, producing excellent results. There 
has been a similar want of concert in Loui- 
siana, but aid is given to 28 different 
localities, and the “ Peabody Normal Semi- 
nary ” has been established at New Orleans, 
while five other normal schools, its branches, 
also receive aid in different parts of the 
State. Texas has passed a school law, but 
owing to political squabbling it is inopera- 
tive, and nothing has yet been done to aid 
Texan schools. In Arkansas aid is given 
at Little Rock and Fort Smith, causing a 
marked impetus in the interest taken in 
school affairs by the people. In Tennessee 
the Trust has started and now aids over 30 
schools ; and in West Virginia 46 towns 
are aided. The aggregate shows that 
throughout the South, during 1870, 213 
towns, districts, and institutions have been 


aided by the disbursement of 108,900 dols. 


from the fund, while in connection with 
these contributions the people receiving 
them have expended of their own resources 
about 550,000 dols—Times Correspondent. 








LONDON: Printed by RICHARD BARRETT & SONS, of Grove Lane, Camberwell, in the Parish of Camberwell, 


in the County of Surrey ; and published at the Office of the Society, No. 27, New Broad Street, in the Parish of ss 


St. Botolph, Bishopsgate, in the City of London.—APRIL 1, 1871. 


Registered for transmission abroad, 





